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The First Conodion Free-lonce

With a cqreer ol some thirty-five yeorc to her credit, Andrée
Froncæur, lhe doyenne of interpreters, is still in full swing!

Conference I nterpreter

I  N  t  t  t t t ' t r t .  t  I  l t s  h , rvc  becn ovcrhcard  . ' x -

I  p l ; r i r r i r rg  . l t  g r ( ' . r t  l c r rg th ,  ( ' vcn  l ( )  t l l ( )s ( '
I  who have rr.rerely indicatcd pol i tc inter-
cs t ,  how thcy  qu i te  na tura l l y  " f t l l "  in to
their l :rngr.ragcs ar-rd ult imatcly into rhcir
c i l rcc rs ,  bcc , ruse  o f  thc i r  g lobe- t ro t t ing
diplomaric parcnts, or bccausc of popula-
t ion rnigrat ions or sornc othcr dramatic,
spec tacu la r ,  romant ic  o r  h igh ly  unusua l
circunrstanccs. 

' l 'his 
is part icularly truc of

intcrprctcrs having come to North Arneri-
c a  f r o r n  l r u r o p c .  N o t  s o  f o r  A n d r é e
lrrrructr:ur. On thc contrary: Anclréc cante
i n t o  t h i s  w o r l d  a s  t h c  y o u n g c s t  o f  t h c
eight chi ldren of Joscph Achil le Fr:rncctur
ancl l-éor-rie lrrlnccr:ur, néc Fr:rnccur (not

a  typ i r . rg  n r is takc) .  
' l ' he  

fami ly  l i ved  on
l)epineau Strect in Montré:r l 's cast end. I-rr
luc l)apineau is not cxactly bi l ingual terr i-
t o r y  a n d  h a r d l y  t h c  i d c a l  s p a w n i r . r g
g r o u n c l  f i r r  f u t u r e  i n t c r p r c t c r s ,  I  a r n
t lr inking to rnysclf .

Beginnings

I askcd Andrée how shc got started :rs
. rn  i r r t .  rp rc lc r .  l t ' r  l r  loug  s to ry ,  i rs  i t  t t t r t t s
o u t . . .  a n d  i t  a l l  b e g i n s  w i t h  A n c l r é e
crlrergirrg, bac. in han<1,, from the Collègc
Mrrl ie clc F'rance on Queen Mary Road
(wh i ther ,  inc idcn ta l l y ,  she  had t rave l l cd
da i ly  f rom Pap incau by  t ra t . t . t  fo r  fbur
years!) and cnrol l ing in f irst-year medicinc
at thc Univcrsité de Mor-rtréal, at the :rgc
of 17. Her sccond year âs a medical stu-
dent, at McGil l ,  i r lso saw her forced and
fiery baptism into thc English language.
Second-year medicine having a somewhat
m o r e  h a n d s - o n  f o c u s  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t ,
Ar.rdrée soon discovered that blood and
gore were not for her. She decided to drop
out of medical school and spend â year as
a fashion model, in an attempt to "find

hcrselL" a concept thar enioys great popu-
larity among contemporary youthl

F o r t u n a t e l y  s h e  f o u n d  h e r s c l f  v c r y
quickly wl-ren she heard about a rwo-ycar'
Master'.s program in translation :rnd intcr-
pretat iorr at t l -re Université de Montrél l .
Tfrerc, shc also fbund Jean-Paul Vinay,
who was to havc :r profrourrd influence on
somc o f  hcr  la te  r  c : r rcer  cho ices .  

' l ' he i r

mccting was, irr  { tact, t l -rc bcginning o[ a
long and rcwarding pro{tessior-ral rel:rtion-
ship which cndurcs by correspondencc to
this day. Je:rr.r-Paul Vir.ray was eventual ly
to bccomc Andréc'.s thesis director and en-
couragcd hcr to devckrp her talcr-rt  rr-rd
pursuc  her  s tud ics  i rnd  t ra in ing  a t  the
École dcs Intcrprètcs in ( lcncv:r,  Switz.er-
land.

Across the Atlantic

A n c l r é c  p r o u d l y  s h o w s  m e  a  l e  t t e  r
s igned by  Pau l  S : ruvé  (as  in  "Arena" ) ,

Québec 's  Min is te r  o f  Youth  ar . rd  Soc ia l
W c l l e r .  ( U n i o n  N r r t i o r r . r l c ) , r t  t h c  t i r r t c .
- l 'he 

letter ir .r forms Andréc that shc has
bee r-r selected as thc rccipient of one of
two annual scholarships awarded to wor-
thy students. And so she was able to go to
(leneval

l)uring the voyage ovcr the Atlantic ot.t
the  I le  de  France,  shc  met  none o ther
than Marlon Brando, who had reccntly
completed shooting On the \Yarerfront
with L,va-Marie Saint. Andrée recalls that
he  was ex t remely  noc turna l ,  very  s l im,
sl ight, short and thoroughly unremark-
ab le  .  Of  course  she go t  h is  au tograph
while they stood on deck one moonlit and
starry night. Hmm...

Now,  ou t  comes the  scrap  a lbum,
vol. 1. A black and white shows a bery of
youthful beauty and handsomeness, ât-
tired in strapless evening gowns and black
ties, posing in relaxed abandon on a grand
c u r v e d  s t a i r c a s e  i n  a n  h i s t o r i c  h o t e l
(Andrée does  no t  reca l l  i t s  name)  in

Anrlrttr

Frrtnurut

r9t8

( leneva. ' l 'his 
picturc was takeu at the ln-

nual bal l  of the ( leneva school. Holding
u1t  thc  ncwc l  pos t  a rc  V ic to r  Yakov lcv ,
onc olt  hcr tcachers, ancl [ :r ic Simha, one
of thc Nuren-rbcrg grcats (9 languagcs or
t h c r c a b o u t s ) .  l ' h c s c  y o u n g  m c n  r t n d
wonlen, about 6o of thcrn, wcre : lmong
rhc 7oo or so who enrol l  at thc ( lcncva

school cvcry ycar. I  cxprcss surprisc at that
numbcr and ask l-rcr how mirny can cxpcct
to rcccivc thcir cl iplornas. 

' l 'hcn 
as now,

shc says, thc rat io wlrs too:t!
- l ' he  

work  was grue l ing ,  par t i cu la r ly
sincc she hed to cmm two and a half yciLn
, r l '  s t r r d y  i n l o  ( ) n ( '  , t . r r . l .  n t i c  y . , t r ,  . t f t . r
which hcr scl-rolarship would ruu out. I t  is
a lmost  rcmin iscent  o f  C indcrc l la .  Whi le
in ( lcncva she interpretccl l t  confèrcnces
such as [.a Jeuncsse europécnnc ancl the
Young F 'a rmcrs  Assoc ia t ion  wh ich  took
hcr to (lcrmar-ry ar-rd f)cnm:rrk. Between
hcr two semesters, she spcnt t i rne brush-
ing  up  her  Span ish  a t  thc  Un ivcrs i ty  o f
Madrid.

Back in Montréal

Andrée returned to Montré:r l  in 1955.
To kcep the wolf from thc door she began
t c r r c h i r r g  a t  r h e  U n i v c r s i t . i d c  M o n r r é a l
wh i lc  work ing  on  hcr  the . i t .  "É tude lex i -
cologique des instruments de musique."
Actually, Andrée had initially intended to
do a study on plumbing equipment and
instruments unti l  Jean-Paul Vinay sug-

gested that the musical subject held great-
er potential for mass appeall . . .  Reader of
her  thes is  was Jean Pap ineau-Couture ,
Canadian comDoset and head of the mu-
sic faculty at ùe Université de Montréal
at that time. Would Monsieur Papineau-
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Couturc have been as eager to review Ms.
Franc<r :u r ' s  work  on  p lumbing  ins t ru -
ments? Thc world wil l  never know...

Another of Andrée's projects at rhar
time involved work as editorial consultant
for Jcan-Prrul Virr:ry's Dict ionnaire can,t-
dien.

A career unfolds

Out comcs scrap album, vol.  z. 
- I 'he

first picture shows Ms. Francæul deliver-
ing an interpreted message at her Êrst Ca-
nacl i :rn assignment, while st i l l  a student,
work i r . rg  fo r  the  Car . rad ian  Counc i l  o f
Christ ians and Jews in 1955. \7c turn rhe
page and witncss Ms. Francæur star-rding
b c h i n d  î  t o w c r  o f  c a n s  o f  B . C .  a p p l e
juice. She was on :rssignrnent for thc Jay
Cccs, who became rcgular cl i-
ents thcrc:rf te r.  

' lhlk 
abour a

varied carecrl
' l ' he  

dcmanc l  fo r  con fer -
cncc  in te  rp rc t : r t i ( )n  was no t
brisk in those days, shc mus-
c s .  I I r . ' p r o { . ' s t i o r r  w a s  i n  i t s
in fancy  in  ( lanada anc l  the
t c c h n i t l u c  o f  s i m u l t a n c o r . r s
i n t c r p r c t a t i o n  h a d  o n l y  r c -
cently crnergccl frorl  the ex-
pcricnce of tl-rc post-war Nr-r-
rcnrbcrg ' l i i a ls  in  ( i c r rnany .  A
nunrbcr  o f  the  photos  show
A n c l r é e  u s i n g  f r c a c l s c t s  t h e
siz.c of wagorr whecls, wir ing f irr  an inclus-
tr ial  ki ln :rnd souncl boxes straight orrt  of
a Wor-kl \War I batt leship. I lack in thosc

[r iont ' t ' t  t i . tys, s;rys nry intt ' rvicwec, i l  w.rs
n( ,1  un( l )n i l l ton  f i , r  in t .  rPr (  t ( ' r \  to  t -c ( (  i v ( '
. t  F o o t l  t ' l r ' c t l i c : r l  j , r l t  w l t c n c v . r '  t l r t y  : r t -
ternptccl to "pr. lmp up thc volume"!

Anclr ic rcmir-r isccs th:rt ,  bctwecn r955
ancl t9( 'o, shc only workccl àt one o[ rwo
confèrcnccs a ycar, supplemcnting hcr in-
corne by tcaching, trarrslat ing and work-
ing at the ( lanadian Press. However, shc
did nrcct other translators and becamc :r
louncl ing member of thc Corporation dcs
t r rc luc tcurs  i> ro fèss ionnc ls  c lu  Québec
(C. ' l . l lQ . )  in  1957.  In  1959,  shc  had her
f irst contacts with some of the European
sta f f  in te rpre ters  : r t  I .C .A.O. ,  the  U.N.
agency fror civil aviation hcadquartered in
lv lon t ré : r l .  Through them shc  learned
about 

'l'he 
American Association of I-ar-r-

guage Special ists (T.A.A.L.S.), of which
she , r l so  became a  mcmber ,  serv ing  . r r  i r s
Council meetings in \X/ashir.rgton l).C. as
C a r r a d i i r n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  1 9 6 r - 6 2 .
Again through the ICAO stafF interpret-
ers, Andrée Francæur joined AIIC (Asso-
ciat ion interni l t ionale des interprètes de
conference) in the mid-sixties. Much later
in her career, but st i l l  in keeping with her

enduring interest in professional issues,
she also became a founding member of
the conference interpreters' section (Inter-
section) of S' l 'Q when i t  was formed in
rg78.

As she looks back, Andrée poinrs ro
1960-62 as thc pivotal period when her
career really took ofl She traccs some of
her fàithful clients back ro rhose d,rys: the
Canadian Labour Congress, the Canadian
Medical Associat ion and the Royai Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, ro namc
a Ëw.

S o m e  e a r l y  h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e  a
UNESCO sponsorcd  event :  the  \ (o r ld
(longress of Universit ics, held in Mcxico
City in 196o. L.r the s:rrne year, Ancirée's
voice could be heard (and, indeed, a l i r t lc

corner of t l -re tclcvision scrcen
was dcvoted to her hcad ar-rd
s l - r o u l d c r s  i n  a c t i o n )  o n  t h e
O B O  p r o g r a m  s e r i e s  c a l l c d
" Dialoguc," interpreting Fronr
l ' . n g l i s h  i r t t o  F r t r r t l r  i r r t . r ' v i c w s
with such pcrsonali t ies as l{cnc'
I-évescluc and I)aniel , fohnson.
Also irr thc early sixt ics, thcrc
was nrorc tclcvision work with
Nicolc ( icrrnain, Hcnri l lcrse-
ron ancl l-otr is-Mart ir-r ' làrd, orr
t l t t  p r o g r ' : r r r  " l ' o i r r t  t l ' i r r t .  r ' -
rog l r ion . "

I r r  r 9 6 z  s h c  i n t e r p r c t e c l
( l ivc), f i rr  thc I ' rerrch-speeking vicwcrship
of- Montr 'éal,  thc rcports clcl ivcrccl by John
(l lcnn fhrrn spacc. She pcrfrrrmccl :rn cn-
c o L e  w h c n  s h e  d i c l  t h c  s l r n e  f i r r  A l a n
Shcpharc l  J r .  in  r963.  Ac tua l l y ,  f i r r  tha t
lettcr- :rssignnlcnt, Anclréc rccal ls :rrr iving
at thc stucl io in a wheelchair str l ight f i 'om
thc  hosp i ta l ,  hav i r rg  unc le rgone surgcry
bare ly  36  hours  bc fbre  anc l  acrua l l y  rc -
turning there alrtcrwards. She points out,
c l t r i t c  casua l ly ,  tha t  rhc  vocabu lar ies  shc
preparcd  F<r r  those broac lcas ts  c r rn rc  in
ve  ry  usc f i r l  in  Scpte  mbe l  r99r ,  29  ycars
la te r ,  when shc  had the  honour  and thc
pr iv i lege  o f  in te rpre t ing  Oanada 's  f - i rs t
woman rlstfonaut, I)r. I{oberta L. Ilondar.

I 9 6 4  s l w  A n d r é c  o n  t o L r r  w i t h  t h c
L)orion Enquiry into the l{ ivard eÊfrr ir ,  a
clrug, sex :rnd violence extravaganz-a that
was schedu led  to  las t  th ree  weeks  bu t
dragged on for six months.

1-hc  b ig  boos t  f i r r  the  pro fèss ion  in
C a n : r d a  c a m e  w i t h  E x p o  6 7  i n
Montré:rI . . .  and the big bang came shorr-
ly thereafter, wit l .r  the Feclcral OJficia/
Languages Ac t  o f  r969.  Expo brought
mounds of busincss to Mor-rtréal :rnd for
Andrée, things just have not slackened off
since. After L,xpo she worked at the pre-
paratory meetings, held in Kyoto, Japan,

for the r97o Osaka Exposition. Altogether
she travelled to Japan seven rimes in rhe
sevcnties, for those and orher major inter-
national meetings. Another trip even took
her to the Phil ippines.

A particularly hectic time in ry73 be-
g a n  w i t h  a  t w o - w e e k  c o n f e r e  n c e  o n
anthropology in Chicago, wherc Andrée
hacl thc honour of interpreting Margaret
Mcad. From Chicago, i t  was off to the
l,aurentians for another meering and then
straight on to a series of mcdical confer-
c n c e s ,  s h u t t l i n g  b e t w e e n  T o k y o  a n d
Kyoto, durir.rg which she received a tele-
gram from IAIA (lntcrnirtior.ral Air Ti:rns-
por t  Assoc ia t ion)  ask ing  her  to  work  in
Auk land,  New Zea lanc l . . .  an  o f fe r  too
good to rcfusc.

Andréc evcn tells rne abour :rn assign-
mcnt from l-at in to l ' rench! I  picture her
i n  t h c  V a t i c a n . . .  " N o ,  n o ,  n o t h i n g  l i k e
that," shc slys; i t  was on one of these cra-
zy  p rograms s t r r r r ing  I )cn ise  F i l ia t r : ru l t
ar.rd [)orniniquc Micl.rcl .  

' l 'hcse 
two ladies

werc sit t ing in church ancl when thc priest
held frrrth in Latin, thcy rcachcd fbr thcir
l r . ' l t d r c t r  r o  I i s t r ' n  t o  t l r c  i r r t t  r p r ( . t l t i ( ) n
into Fre nch: Anclr ic ' .s voice, act ion ir-r thc
cornc l '  o f  the  scre  e  n .  .  .  l  take  -o f I  l t ronr

t  r rJ t ( )Uuc  :

Never a dull moment

W c l l ,  t h c  p r c s c n t  i s  t l u i t e  r l c r i o n -
pacl<ccl also. Apart fror-n tfrc :rpartmcnt in
S t - l . a u r e n t  w h c r c  s h c  a n c l  h c r  s i s t e r
( i i l bc r tc  l i vc ,  thc rc  i s  the  l r lo r i c l ian  h ide-
away.  Evcry  rn ic l -Novcrnbcr  s ince  r9 [ lo ,
t lre sistcrs Fmncc:ur pack up, lock up ancl
heac l  on  south ,  re tu rn ing  l i ke  c lockwork
whcn thc last spcck of snow has rnelted,
gcneral ly by rnicl-Apri l .  I)own in Florida,
Anc l rée  has  takcn  up  pa in t ing  in  a  b ig
w: ry :  scasc : lpcs ,  nn in ra ls  anc l  por t ra i ts ,
r-nainly. Shc also reads ancl kecl-rs up wirh
current cveltrs so that she can jump right
into her intcrprct ing work as soon rrs she
rcturns to Can:rch in the sprrng.

Of cotrrse , 35 ycars is r-rot :r  l i fct ime,
but Anclrée I''ranc<r:ur has peckcd a lot of
l iv ing into thirt  numbcr of years as :t  con,
ference intcrpreter and looks fbrward to
quite a few rnorc.

Wc salute you, Andrée Franccurl I
Eva Richter-Wilde
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