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The scarlet-coated North-Wcst Mounted Police were tired, footsore
and disilh,rsioned as they camped on the rippling prairies of southern
Aiberta in the fall of 1874. One hundred and fifty of them had come
west to bring the Queen's larv to Blackfoot country. Instead, they were
stranded, their guides were r-rnreliable, their horses were dead or
dying, and winter was only a fer,v weeks away.

In desperation, two of{iccrs rode southward to Fort Benton, ,
Montana, fôr help. There a fricnclly tracler recommended Jerry Potts, )
a shor t ,  bowlegged,  monos; l l lab ic  hal f -breed,  to  act  as pol ice scout .  j
He was engaged at  $90 a mont l ' r  and in the wecl<s that  fo l lowed he ' i

created h is  own legend as he guided,  in terpreted,  advised and a ided I
the tenderfoot lawmen until t ircv became accustomed to l ife on the.-
l ront ier .  And dur ing the ncxl  twenty- f ive years,  he was one of  the
most  valuable employees o l  the North-West  Mounted Pol ice.  His
uncanny sense o{  d i rect ion on thc t reeless p la ins,  h is  vast  knowledge
o f  wa tc r i ng  and  camp ing  p l l r c t ' s .  l nd  h i s  g rca t  i n f l uencc  among  thc
warlike Blacl<foot rvere all vi ltLres which made him indispensable
to the cattse of the red-coated iorce.

The legends of Jerry Potts' l i le are as fanciful and wonderfui as
anv f isr r re f rom the wi id  u 'cs l .  But  Pot ts  needed no ta l l  ta les to
sLrr round h is  l i fe  wi th an aura o l  adventure and color .  Rather ,  the
facts o l  h is  carecr  - -  largc ly  unicrown and to date unwr i t ten -  are
c<-r lor l r - r l  enough lor  any nat ional  hc lo.  Thcse stor ies are to ld by h is
mothcr 's  people,  the Rlac l<{oot ,  and by those who knew the famous
guide.

Pot ts  was born in  about  1tJ40 to a l i fe  of  v io ience ancl  t ragedy.  I
His mother  was Nanro-p is i  or  Clool<ecl  Back.  a member of  the Black
Elks band o l  Bloods.  Hjs fathcr  rv l rs  Andrcw R.  Pot ts ,  a c ler l< for  the
American Fr,rr Company at Fort McKenzie, on the Missouri River. He
was a Scot  who had come ol l t  f rom the o ld conntry,  l ived for  a t ime
in Pennsylvania,  and was engaged by the t rading company in 1836.
Soon after arriving at Fort Mcl(cnzie, he had taken the Blood woman
as h is  wi fe.



In 1840, whiie young Potts gurgled happily in his moss bag, his
father dispensed trade goods through the stockade wicket at the fort.
One day a French-Canaclian engagé named Merceleau ejected a
tror-tblesome Peisan Indian known as Ah-oah or One White Eve. The
Indian, believing:that lVlercereau would be on night duty, waitécl unti l
no other Indians were in sight and rapped boldly on the closed
windo',v of the gate. When it was opened, he shoved his fi intiock into
the hole and firecl point blank into the face of the hapless clerk who
rvaitecl to serve him. It rvas Andrew Potts. When the Peigans were
t o l d  o f  t h e  w a n t o n  k i l l i n o  t h e v  n r o m n t  l v  o v e c r r i e d  t h e i r  o n p - e v c d
brother .

Fa the r )ess ,  ) ' ou l rg  Po t t s  r vas  adop tcd  by  A lexande r  Ha rve r ' .  one
of  the most  notor ious characters on thc Uoper N{ issour i .  This  t rader
too l<  ca re  o f  t he  boy  fo r  l i ve  yea rs ,  g i v i ng -h im  some ink l i ng  o f  t he
coarser side of l i le wirich awaited him on the frontier'. A strapping
six- foot  saddler  by t rade,  Harvey once commented v ic iously :  " I  never
forget  or  forg ive." l  In  1841,  he shot  a Spaniard named Isodore af ter
an argument  and two years ia ter  he touched of f  a  t ragic  Blackfoot
massacre. Withor-rt provocation, he fired a cannon into a part5' of
unarmed Blackfoot  who had come to t rade and the th i r teei r  Uôaies
left behind were considered a fair exchange for a Negro ernployee
who had been murdered ear l ier  by unknown Indians.  On another
occasion, Harvey woundecl an Indian who was attempting to steai a
cow from the post's herd. He then sat beside the injurecl native, passed
him a pipe to smoke, and shot his brains ont as he begged for mercy.
By 1845,  when the saddler 's  act ions had become too gross even fo l  the
frontier, an abortive attempt was made by his fellow traders to
murder him. When this failed, Harvev left the Upper Missouri cor-rntry
and abandoned young Pot ts .

The f ive year  o ld boy was for tunate for  he was at  once adopted
by Andrew Dawson,  a gent lo Scotsman who was cal led " the last  k ing
of the Missouri.": It was under his patient guidance that the young boy
learnecl English and the many lessons which separated him from most
of the mixed-bloods on the frontier. In the next decade, Potts learned
much about  the fur  t rade,  Indian languages,  and the ways of  both the
Indian and the u 'h i te  man.  When he reached h is  la te teens,  he was on
his own,  but  s t i l i  re ta ined c lose t ies iv i th  h is  foster  fa ther .  Pot ts
re jo ined h is  mother 's  people in  the la te 1840's and f rom that  t ime on
he c l r i f ted between the Indian camps and the Amer ican Fur  Company.
When he came of  age he adopted thc carefree manner isms of  the
front ier  and soon became an ardent  dr inker  of  whiskey.  He was equal ly
content  wi th f ine soi r i ts  or  wi th the v io lent  " Indian f i rewater"  made
from gra in a icohoi , -  burnt  sugar,  laudenum and other  potent  ingredi -
cn t s .

Jerry Pot ts  k i l lec l  h is  f i rs t  man when he was twenty- three.  L i t t le
is  known about  the inc ident  except  that  he was involved in a c l runken
argument  wi th a French-Canadian named Anto ine Pr imeau at  For t
Galpin, Montana, and shot him. Because he was r-reither arrested nor
dismissed from the American Fur Company, it might have been a casè
of self defence. Although a number of Indians later fell under the
plainsman's rif le, this lvas the only white man to die by Potts' hand.

1J{. M. CttittendeLr, The American Fur Trade of the Far West, 1954, p. 693.
2. Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana, uol. 10, 1940, p. 266.'
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F o r t  B e n t o n ,  o n  t h e  u p p e r  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r ,  w a s  t h e  h o m e  o I  ) e r r y  P o t t s  d u r i n g
h i s  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  f u r  t r a d e r s .  T h i s  s k e t c h  o f  t h e  p o s t  w a s  m a d e  i n  1 8 5 3  b y  J o h n
M i x  S t a n l e y .

Dur ing the 1t ]60 's  he bcgan to gai r r  i i l t l t t :  as ar t  l t lc l ia t l  r ,varr ior .  He
toci l< par t  i i  several  i ta t t les rv i th  ener . r . r ics o l  the Blackfoot  ancl  brought
consic ler-ablc  hc l t tc , r  to  h is  mother 's  t r l l te ' .

Orrce,  r . i 'h i le  campcd wi th thc Bloocls  a l lc l  Peig: rns,  hc set  t l t - t t  a lone
to i tLrn l  bt r l l 'a lo .  lJc had crossr .c l  t l re  NI i -ssoru ' i  aucl  u 'as io l lo t ' j r . re  S}ron-
l i in  Cl rc 'c l i  sout l t  rvhcn he ntet  scvel )  Cr() \ \ ' Inc l ia l ls .  I 'oLt r  u,c t ' t 'armecl
u" i th  l i f lcs ancl  thrcc rv i th  bor ,vs ancl  at ' t ' t l r . r 's .  A1' tet 'a  shor t  l l l t r ley in
s iqn langu:rec,  Pot ts  c l iscoverecl  the Ct 'or l 's  had a la l -oe carn l )  ot l  a
ct 'cc l< scvcr ' : , r l  rn i lcs f t 'c rm thc Shor. rk in.  

' l ' l r t '  C lorv tvat ' r i r t t 's .  lc igning
f r i o r c l sh ip ,  i nv i t ed  t hc :1 ' o r - rng  tnan  to  v i s i t  t l l c i l  ch i c ' 1 .  Scc i r rg  t ha t  he
hr tc l  n t t  choicc,  I 'o t ts  cheet ' f  u l ly  cor tscr t t t 'c l .  

' I 'h t l  l  hrce I r lc . l ians wi th
bou's ancl  ar l 'ows prccccled h im, whi lc  thc f t r t t l  r ,v i th  l i i l r :s  tool< t rp the
rca f .

As thcy t ravc l lec l  a lorrg the t ra i l ,  thc Crorvs bcgan t t> ta l l i  abotr t
Pot ts ,  not  rca l iz ing that  l ' rc  had Ieantet l  the i r  iangtragc c l r r r in{  h is
t ravc ls  rv i t l r  h is  foste l  fa ther .  He hearc l  thc Crows c l iscutss h is  fate and
f inal lv  decic lc  to l< i l l  h im immediate l l ' .  r : r thcr  thar . r  take h i r l  to  the
ca  n l l l .

Fore.uvarned,  Pot ts  turmblcd f rom his  s : rddle at  the warning c l ick
of  a r i f le .  Sr- r lpr ised,  the Crow Ieadcr  shot  wi ld ly  and missed.  Before
he or  the ot l . rers coulc l  f i re  a second shot ,  Jerry was on h is  knees and
f i r ing i r r  deadly earnest .  The forr r  membets of  the t -car  guard were
ki l lec l  in  thei r  t racks whi le  the l ight l l ' -armed t r io  in  f ront  f led for
home.



u 
. JERRY POTTS

,^ -catching h is .horse,  pot ts  rode to For t  Benton where he found alarge camp of  Blackfoot ,  B loocls  ancl  peigans.  eLr ick l l ,  organiz ing awar  pa r t l ' ,  he  l ed  t hem to  Sh t - r r r k i n  c reek  *hu .o  i t - , " v , i r *È the  mî inurow ramp at  n ight fa i l -  when the broocry bat t re - rË o, r " i ,  the crowswere f lee ins in  d is . rder ,  lea ' ing c lozens ôt  aeaa 
""0 

*o""àecr  in  thei rabandonecl  
-camp.

^^,^ ,1. ! î !  " t " . , i . ,g , the 
' ic tor ious Inc l ians returned to For t  Bento.  toceleDl 'a tc '  bcalp dances a.d * 'ar  c lances were held,  f i rea 'ms \ \ ,eredischarged ancl  the res ic lents o l  the post . r , r ,ere kept  ar . r ,ake a1r  n ighttv i th  lhe hoot ings,  ye l l ings : rnc l  howl idgs oI  the warr iors.

I t  is  d i f f icu l t  to  saw rvhether  pot ts '  greatest  a l ieg iance was to-wards the whites or the Incrians. Althoughï; ;;; 
""e"iËJ'i" 

nrmer_ous f i -ghts wi th lndians,_ i t  w 'as a iwayJagainst  the"efreÀies of  theBlackfoot .  There was onry on"  r . . ro* i  occasion when he assis ted awhi te rnan in set t l ing a sèor .e wi th an Indian.
In the 1860's,  a For t  Bentotr i te  named W. S.  Stocking purchaseda .gray horse for one hundrecl and fifty clollart. 

-N;-;;; '"er 
had hetaken it to his ranch rvhen it rvas stolen by a peiga,-' r",t,;;. when helearned that the horse was in a camp g" ir,à M;-r"; i l i ; ;;, '""j j ;r;;

Pot ts  was i r r  the sâme camp, he decid 'àdi 'a t tempt to recover  n ls  pr lzeanimal .

"Jerry-was about the most decent specimen I  ever met with, , 'commented. "He was a sort  of  s.b-chiet,  that is,  he-hàà u-""r ."p oror eiglrt lodges on the Marias River, arrout ii i iy ;it, îà.tn-"rtFort .Ben.ton-,  the same being p;"pi"â uu ù;r 'p" igî" ' .Ëi" t i . , " . ,
marriag-e.":r

b
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Meeting Potts in thc front ier town, Stocking out l ined his probrem.The.ptainsman agreed to heLp anir ,"* i  ^o.nrng the two me'went tothe Pe.igan gamp. After sup$"., Ë"itr r""t io. ?n" pàig"a.,' 'no.s" tnietwho claimed he hacr p"r.ii.,r"a fn" nnrru from an Indian of anothertr ibe'  whe'the settrer of fered to pay a reasonabr" ,u, '  io.  i t ,  return,the  Pc isan prescn lcc l  a  rong r i s t  o i  $oàar , , "n [ in j  i r "à ' t " t " r ,e ts  andk-nives ior i i imsett  to needl 'es 
""a-" i i iào 

for his wife.  Both porrs andthe sett ler real ized the peig.n *"r  t i - r"-r"ol  thief  ancl  the f ive hunclreddcllars worth o{ soods had"bcen à"Àu"a"a to ilr"l o""irà.r-Ërt ,""u.,".ywor-rld be impossible..Early tne tottgwi1,g -o.r-,i.,g,'.lorl.î 'rof'ecl theproblem by-stearing the horse from ttre r?rja" 
"Ia"s^;rï.d 

it to stock_ing before the camp was awake.
r_^- Al" though young Potts_ was emplovecl by the American Fr"rr  Com_
i"il',i ;i'_;,"""r';11 '{i,il'tii."ii"i',,-'"iÀË,,.'Tî"ïîï,î'"Il'".lI ;lilï;:::for Fort Bento.r r,"'ere ieft_ 

"t 
; p;;t f;ur hr-rncrrecl mires downsrreambscause the water in the Missotirl-wàr too row for ,rà"ieoiior., potts,

{9r1"I father, who was in charge oi l 'oii e""t";, àËosS"crrief clerkMatthew Carroll, Bob.anct Jim rlemol, j;; ôrlË;ii ';^,i^";;;s potts to
f&,i*ir,tJf,iî ?;iÏ* 

trre goods bv wagons tni"'gn'à;i,!Ë'';"' Sioux

The t rade goods were t ransferred f rom the company,s boats to
3' 

iyr":, Êt"iti::s 
ms. "r-ort Benton Memories." Historicat societs of Motttana
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Pot ts  to  be  a  g rea t  war r io r  and the  leader
shows a  Pe igan camp in  1889 as  members

wagons and on October 2ncl  Dawson ancl  l - r is  metr  set  o l r t  for  For t
Benton.  Three days la ter ,  when passing Ash Point  on thc Missour i ,
ther-  u 'ere at tacked by a large war par tv  of  Sior- rx .  The teamsters
qu i i k l v  I o rmc r l  a  c i l c l è  w i t h  t he i r  wagons 'a "c l  eve l yonc  was  i n  f i gh t -
ing posi t ion rvhen the Indians drew near.

' Ihe Sioux,  real iz ing that  a gcncra l  at tack rvor- r ld  be too cost ly ,
sent  a nran forwarc l  to  ta l l<  u ' i th  thc l rac ler-s .  As he apnroached wi th
his  ] ' rarrc i  ra ised in l r iendshio.  Mat thcu '  Carr '<-r l l  ruer- r i - to  meet  h im.
W h e r r  l h c v  c a m c  l a c c  t c l  l a c c .  l l r c  r v a t t i r , r ' s r r , l r l t ' n l ) -  d l c r v  a  k n i i c  f r o m
bcneat l . r  h ls  b lanket  and p lepaled to at tac l i .  Br- r t  Carro l l  l ru l lec l  a  h id-
den lcvoh'er  { rom his  bei t  ancl  orderecl  thc Inc l ian bar :k  to h is  war
par t r - .  Hr , r rn i l ia tec l ,  the walr ior  r -et rcatcc l  ancl  thc Sioux abandonecl
a l l  a t t emp ts  t o  l a i d  t he  wagon  t ra in .

On : ' rnother  r - :ccasior- r ,  Pot ts  was emlt lcr r -cd as : r  gr , r ic lc  bv George
Steel l .  ç 'ho la ter  becamc Inc l ian Agent  f r . l '  the Bl : rckfoot  in  Montana.
l \ . l r i l ,  , , r r  l r  go l c l  P losp i ' c t i ne  c . xpcd i t i t , r r .  l j r c  1 - ra l t 1 ' u ' us  i r l t ackc 'd  b . v  t r vo
hr . rnch ' r .c l  S ioux warr iors.  The t r io ,  madr.  t rp of  l ro t ls ,  Stec l l  and a
te r r c l c t - f c i o t .  f l c c l  a l ong  a  cou lee 'bo t t cm.  a t t e rnp t i n .q  t t ,  ou t run  the
Indians.  But  thc Siot rx  i rac l  sr - rper ior  holses u,h ich rvcre rapid ly  de-
c reas ing  thc  spacc  bc t r vce r r  t hcn i  an r l  t h r -  | r ' , 15pq ' . t o r s .  On  Po t t s ' o rde rs ,
t l t e  n ten  q t r i ck l v  t u rned  t l r r , i r o l scs  l n r i  L i , ce r l  t , r u ' u rds  t he  oncon r i ng
Siorrx.  Taking thcm bv sr- r rpr isc,  the prosl - rc , r ' tors rodc througlr  thc war

'  r : ' ' '  -  ^ - ^ r  " ^ r c h e d  a  l o r r  c a h i n  a b o t r l  l r v o  m i l c s  l l a c k  â l o y 1 1 1  1 1 . , "P < ( l  
( . 1  J  l l l l c )  d l l ( t  l g d L r r ! L (  c (  r u t i  ! a u / ' r  ( . U r r ( t {  {  \ v ( /  I l l l l t ' J  I r d (  h

coulee bot tom. Because the doorway was so low,  thc men turned thei r
horses loose and prepared to make a last  s tand.

Tl . re door ,  rvh ic l r  was of l  i ts  h ingcs,  rvas turncd on i ts  s ide and
trseci  as a barr icade whi le  logs f rom the f i replace were used as braces.
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The IndiJns d ismounted some dis tance f rom the cabin ancl  at tacked
on foot ,  but  a s teadv barrage of  wel l -d i rected r i f le  f i re  turned them
back before the cabin coulc i  be reached.  Dur ing the at tack,  Pot ts
k i l led f ive Sioux r .v i th  h is  revolver .

Finding their origir-ral strategv costly and unsuccessfr-rl, the Sior-rx
drerv of f  for  a counci l .  Pot ts  puessed thei r -  decis ion:  to  rva i t  for  dark-
ness  be fo le  c r cep ing  c lose  eno lg l r  t o  bu rn  c l own  the  cab i r r .  Tak ing  h i s
saddle b lanket ,  Pot ts  wrapped i t  about  h im i t - r  Indian- fashion and
s l i ppec l  ou t  i n to  t he  ca r lS ' cvcn i r r . q  r l r r k t t css .  Hc  c ra rv l cd  a )o r rQ  I ' u r  a
qr- rar ter  of  a mi le unt i l  he r . . , 'as vu 'e l l : r rvav f ront  the cabin at tc l  t l teu
si ro l tec. l  cant iously  through the Sior- ix  cam1i .  ' Iherc he fuund the hrd ian
horse herc l ,  se lected three of  thc best  rur iners,  ancl  lec l  them l tack
along the same loute.  Approaching the cabin in  ut ter  c larkness,  hc gave
a s ignal  to  h is  comrades who immediate ly  dashecl  f rom thei r  improvis-
ed for t ,  mounted lhe sto len horses,  and fo l lowecl  Pot ts  dowr. r  the
val ley.  As they c l imbed a h i l i  to  the pra i r ies,  the f ront iersman ga\re
a blood-cr-rrdling Blackfoot war rvl 'roop in farervell.

Dur ing the 1860's,  Pot ts  became f r iends wi th another  mixed b lood
named George Star^ One of  thei r  favor i te  t r icks when wel l  for t i l ied
wi th l iquor  was to s tand fac ing each othcr  at  twenty- f ive paces and
try to " t r im the other 's  moustache" rv i th  the bul le ts  f rom thei r  s ix
shooters.  Both men surv ived th is  prank t i rne af ter  t ime,  causing the
superst i t ious Blackfoot  to  bel ierre they had st tpernatr t ra l  powers.  Whi le
Pot ts  credi ted i t  to  good shoot ing,  he was not  wi thout  the superst i t ior , rs
mind of  an Indian.  When work ing as a hunter  at  Fol t  Benton,  he had
a dream in which he was to ld that  a cat  l iv i r - ig  in  the post  could protect
him from evil. Upon awaking, Potts searched the fort unti l he discor.-
ered the cat  s lecping in  the sun.  He prompt ly  k i l led i t  and wore i ts
h ide beneath h is  shi r t  unt i i  the day he d ied.

,  Jerry 's  Indian name was Kyi -yo-kor f  or  "Bear Chi lc l " ,  an hor- rorec l
and lcspccted name which had been handed down through sevcra l
gcnerat lons of  Blackfoot .  A l thougl- r  i t  had no bear ing r - rpon the p la ins-
man's feroc i ty  in  bat t le ,  i t  was an apt  name for  h im.

According to h is  son+,  Pot ts  a l ternated betwcen l i fe  among the
Indians and the t rac lers.  He c l id  not  go on war par t ies af ter  horses or
scalps but  i f  h is  peopl :  were at tacked or  thele r ,vas a bat t le  nearbl ' ,
he would wi i l ing ly  jo in i t .

On one occasior . r  whcn on a hunt ing expedi t ion ' "v i th  a vounger
cousin thev* wcre ambushed near Sun River  by three Crou's .  The
cousi l r  fe l l  wi th a fata l  bul le t  lodged in h is  chest ,  but  Pot ts  d ismor-rnted
from his  mule and r . r 'a i ted as the Crows approachccl .  Again h is  know-
Iudge  o i  t he  C row  lang t rage  a i c i oc l  h im  fo r .  as  l hcv  app roachcc l ,  t he
Indians were decid ing how to at tack.  They agreed to turn the mixed
bloocl free ancl shoot him in the back as he rocle- a!r/ay. Gestr,rring in
s ign  l ang r rage  thcy  sa id  t hey  we re  con ten t  w i t h  r r  s i n .q le  sca lp ,  and
to ld Pot ts  to go home. He mounted h is  mule,  ie f t  h is  r i f le  on the
ground,  and rode s lowly dorvn the h i l l .  At  the c l ick of  a l i f le ,  he
dr-rcked in the saddle and moments la ter  a bur l le t  carr ied h is  hat  away.
Pot ts  fc l l  to  the ground,  ancl  in  so dr ' ing he dr-ew a revolver  f rom

Joe Potts, a son of . Iertg Potts, ptott ir lecT ntany r letrù.Is ctf  lLis fnt l ter 's l i fe
durirry on i t t teruiett t  by the author ut ' I ' tL:o Ivledicine Riuer, Montana, Dec.
3 0 , 1 9 5 5 .
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tr"n"ntn his shirt and shot the Crow who hacl f irec.l at him. The other
two  I i r c i i ans .  t ' ho  we re  s t r i pp ing  h i s  dead  co r r s i n ,  t u rned  i n  s t r rp r i sc .
Pot ts  took carefu l  a im and k i l led each man r ,vh i le  on the dead run.  He
then st r ippecl  the would be v ic to ls  ancl  carr ied h is  cousin 's  bocl r '  l iome
fo r  i r u r i a l .

Indian names were g iven becausc of  inrpor tant  events t r .h ich
af  fected the l ives of  warr iors.  In  th is  bal t le ,  Je l ry  Pot ts  obta ined a gun
whjch r 'vas made of  b lue steel .  Many 1 'eals  la ter .  iust  l te fore h is  dcath,
he namcd his  vor- r r - rgest  son "Blne Clnn" in  commenr() r 'a t ion of  the cvent .

Sho r t l v  a f t e r t h j .  h r f  t l o  I ) n t f c  r r . ' r e  ^âmped , " i ' i t h  l he  B looc l s  on  Two
Nl",li"i;;"iii ':;; ;i,;; fË;;;;;; 

"ti"àièà 
bv a combinccr partv c,f ciros

Ventres and Assin iboines.  This bat t le  gave Pot ts  a formiàabie reputa-
t i on  f , r r  a l t hough  i l  oc ' cu r re r l  a t  dus l i ,  he  f oL r r rd  a  r , ' an tage  po in t  i r om
'"vhele he shot with deadi5' accLlracy arry of thc encn-ry who tried to
i l ee  i n  t he  da rkncss .  The  l o l l  t a l<e r r  b . r 'Po t t s  t h l t  evcn ing  wes  no t
recorded but  ' "vas sr- r f f ic ient  to  establ ish h is  leputat ion among sur-
roul rc l ing enemy t r ibes.

Jerrv Pot ts '  f i rs t  i .v i fe  was a Crow woman namecl  Mary.  She was
eleven yèals younger than her  hr" tsbancl  and bolc h im one son,  lWi tchel l ,
wbo u 'as born in  1869.  When Pot ts '  work carr ied h im nor- thr , r 'ard in to
^ ^ ' - ^ ' l ^  \ 4 ^ ' . - '  - ^ r " - n e r l  l o  h n r  r r n n n l o  r n d  P n l t c  m : r r i n d  r o : i n  ' l ' h i c
V ( t l l d U d .  l v l d l )  l L  t U I l r L u  L U  l l L l  i r L U i J r c  d . . *  -  -

t ime he r , r 'as not  content  r ,v i th  one wi fe,  but  took two s is ters.  These
were Panther  Woman and Spot tcd Ki l ler ,  d : r r - rghters of  a South Peigan
chief  named Si t t ing- in- the-Middle.  Pot ts  had several  ch i lc l ren by both
r,vives, but most oI them died whiie sti l l  voung.

Dr-r r ing the pcr iod f rom 1869 unt iL the arr iva l  of  l t re  North-West
Mounted Pol ice in  1874,  Pot ts  worked in southern Alber ta ancl  nor thern
Montatta for r,vhiskel' traders. He r,l 'as tr hr.tr-rter at Fort Whoop-Up in
1869 and 1870,  workecl  at  Spi tze Post  neal  High River  in  the fo l lorv ing

)erry
lodge is

Pot ts  poses  near  a  B lood t ip i  dur ing
an o f fe r ing  made o f  eag le  fea thers ,

re l ig ious  ceremonies  in  1893.  Above the
sagebrush and c lo th .
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year,  and *u.  
" t  

For t  Kipp near Lethbr idge in
to N{ontana rvhere he worked for I. G. tsaker
f inanced some of  the posts in  Canada.

1872. He then returned
and Company, r,vhich

Dur ing h is  f i rs t  season in Canada,  Pot ts  was involveci  in  a bat t le
which added to h is  fame as a lvarr ior  and st rategis t .  In  the rv inter  of
1869-?0,  a smal lpox epidemic swept  across the not ' thet 'n  p la ins,  k i l l ing
morc than four teen hundred Blackfoot .  Some of  the Clees rvho escaped
t i re c l isease saw thei r  fever-u 'eakencd Blackfoot  cneml '  as an easy
pler ' .  A la lge rval  par t l . ' ,  rnade up of  sot le  e ight  hunci tec l  Ctces ancl
Assin iboincs,  w:rs orgar-r izec l  rLndel  t l - r r :  le t rc lership of  Piapot ,  L i t t lc
Pinc,  Big Bear and L i t t le  Mournta in.  1 ' r 'avel l ing f rom what  is  norv the
province of  Sasl<atchewan,  they entered Blac l<foot  cout ' r t ry  and camped
on the L i t t le  Bow River .  l - r 'om therc,  men who were sent  t r - r  scout
fo r r r rd  a  camp  o l  B loods  i n  t l r c  va l l cy  o l  t he  O lc l rnan  R ive r ' .  Hou 'eve r ,
they fa i led to r - rot ice a t la i l  to  the south which lcd to a nearby camp
o f  wc l l  a rmed  Pe igans ,  r vho  l r ad  f l cd  no r th  a l t e r  a  t r ag i c  n ] r ssac rc
al thc hands of t l-re U.S. Almr'.

' Ihe Crees and Assin iboines arr ived at  the Bel ly  River  on October
24,  1810.  Str ik ing at  n ight fa l l ,  they k i l lcd a brother  of  ch ief  Red Crow
and severai women in the camp. T'u', 'o bands of Bloods, the Many
Tumors anci  Al l  Short  People,  pr- r t  up a st r :ong res is tance and sent  for
help.  The Peigans,  armed wi th repeat ing r i { les,  immcdiate ly  formed
a large r ,var  par tS 'ancl  arr ivec l  at  thc bat t le  scene at  dar , l . r - r .  En route,
they pickecl up Jerry Potts and George Star, r.vho were working as
hut'rters at I 'ort Whoop-Up.

Under the onslar . rghl  of  thc ncw arr iva ls ,  the Crees fe l l  back across
the prairie towards the present City of Lcthbridge. Wl-rcn ti-rey leached
the banks oT the Oldman River .  the Crccs took up a posi t ion in  a large
coulee to the sor- r th whi le  the Bloods and Peigans chose another  near-
by. The two coulees rvere parallel, with the ridge betwecn them vary-
ing f rom th i r tS '  to  two hundrcd feet .  T i - re bat t le  raged on for  hours
wi th bul le ts ,  arrows and rocks f ly ing back and for th.  Pot ts ,  observ ing
a smal l  but te rvhich commanded a v iew of  the Cree l ines,  sent  a 'uvel l -
armed par ty  to that  point .  From there a wi ther ing barrage was poured
down upon the enemy. Sensing the hesi tat ion of  the Crees at  the new
turn of  cvents,  Pol ts  led a general  charge and the Crees f led in  d is-
order .  Hur l ing away thei r -  arms,  they raced to lvards the Oldman River
rv i th  the Blackfoot  in  pursui t .  As the rvarr iors and women stmggled
across the st ream, the bat t le  became a butchery.  Standing on the west
bank,  the Blackfoot  f i rec l  in to the rvater  at  thc f lee ing enemy.

"You could shoot  rv i th  vour  eves shut  and k i l l  a  Cree."  Pot ts
commented later . ;

Some of  the Crees reached the other  s ide,  but  the Blackfoot  crossed
the river and continued the slaughter. One band of f ifty Crees tried
to make a stand in a grove of  t rees,  but  was wiped out .  In  the f ina l
count ,  the Peigans and Bloods lost  for ty  men and women whi le  the
Crees and Assin iboines saw almost  three hundred of  thei r  neople d ie.
Je r r y  Po t t s ' dec i s i ve  hand l i ng  o f  t he  ba t t l e  hac l  con t r i bu ted  to  i t s
success.  In  the bat t le  i tse l f  he took s ix teen enemv scalps and wounded
several men.

5. Lethbriclge Nervs, Apr. 30, 1890.
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Fort  Kipp,  shown above,  was one of  several  whiskey for ts  operat ing in  southern
Alber ta in  the ear ly  1870's.  Jerry Pot ts  was work ing at  th is  for t  when he pursued
and  k i l l ed  h i s  mo the r ' s  murde re r .  Ske tch  made  by  D r .  Nev i t t ,  N .W.M.P .  su rgeon ,  i n  1875 .

The  na r ro rves t  escapc  o I  Po t t ' s  l i f e  came  du r i r r g  t h i s  f i gh t .  ] n  t he
f inal  onslaught ,  a Cree f i rec l  point  b lank in to h is  lacc,  brr t  he threw
himsel f  to  one s ide as the musket  roared.  I Ie  Tel l  to  thc pround
but ,  af ter  shaking h is  head for  a moment,  he arose ancl  resumed the
bat t le .  When the f ight  was over ,  he found that  h is  le l t  ear  i rad sevcre
powclel burns from the enemy gun br-rt otherr,vise he was trnhr-rrt. In
late l  vears,  one of  the important  facts about  Pot ts  as far  as the Black-
foot  u 'ere concerned u 'as that  he had never  been rvouncled in  bat t le .
This,  1o the Indian mind,  provcd hc.  had supernatura l  po* 'ers.

By the ear ly  1870's the Blackfoot  hurnt ing grounds had become
chaot ic .  L iquor  was avai lable in  quant i ty  f rom the t rading posts and
int ra- t r iba l  k i l l ings had become common. One t rader  locatcd at  the
present  s i te  of  Calgary est imated that  at  least  seventy Bloods i rad d ied
in drtrnken quarrels during the winter of. 1871"-72 alone.

Pot ts 'mother ,  Crooked Back,  had returned to the Bloods and l ived
wi th another  son,  No Chief ,  in  the Many Fat  Horses camp. This smal l
bancl  rvas undcr  the leadership of  a respccted chief  nanrecl  l leavy
Shie ld.  In  th is  same band was a man wi th the unusual  r rame of  Not-
Aflaid-of-the-Gros-Ventre-In.l ians. Wealthy and prolif ic, he reputedly
had ten 'nvives and hacl fathered sixty children. Because he had such
a large fami ly ,  Not-Ai ra id-of - the-Gros-Ventrcs had formed his  o. 'vn
band,  naming i t  the "Many Chi ldren".  Br- r t  whi le  they were a separate
groLlp, they sti l l  respected Heavy Shield and wcre angr)r rvhen the
old patr iarch wanted noth ing to do rv i th  thei r  cxccssive c l l ink ing : rnd
qr , rarre l l ing.

In the spr ing of  1872,  the Many Chi ldren band . "vas camped wi th
the Many Fat  F lorses but  o ld Heavy Shie ld,  not  l ik ing the d is turbances,
had moved h is  fami l rv  a shor t  d is tance awa).  He took wi th h i rn Pot ts '
mot} rer  and her  son.  No Chief .  who had marr ied a woman f rom the
Man1.  Chi ldren band.  The move made the Many Chi ldren jealous,
pa r t i c t r l a r l y  a t  No  Ch ic t .  whom the -v  f e l t  was  recc i v i ne  spcc ia l  t r ca t -
ment .  A shor t  t imc later ,  a  member of  the Many'  Chi ldren band
brought in a gallon of whiskey for No Chief and sent rvord for him
to p ick i t  up.  Whi le No Chief  was at  the Many Chi ldren camp, he rvas
at tàcked by Hairy  Face,  one of  l r is  brothcr i - in- larv.  As a crowd of
dmnken warr iors began to gather  around h im, No Chief  panicked and
shot  h is  at tacker  in  the back,  k i l l ing h im instant ly .  ' fhen h iÉ father- in-
law,  Not-Afra id-of - the-Gros-Ventres,  at tacked ancl  No Cl i ie f  k i l led
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Among  th i s  g roup  o f  B loods  and  t rade rs  i s  Morn ing  Wr i t i ng  (m idd le  row ,  wh i t e
scar f )  whose l i le  )erry  Pot ts  spared in 1873.  This man became leader of  the Al l
Ta l l  Peop le  band .0 the rs  i n  t he  g roup  a re :  l e f t  t o  r i gh t ,  f r on t  r ow ,  Dave  M i l l s ,
i n te rp re te r ,  and  unknown ;  m idd le  i ow ,  Eag le  R ibs ,  unkÀown ,  Morn ing  Wr i t i ng  and
t tnknown ;  back  row ,  Eag le  Head ,  two  unknown ,  Good  S t r i ke r ,  H ind  Bu l l  and  Wease l
H o rse.

] r im rv i th  a kni fe.  Big Srra l<e,  a th i rc l  rncmbel  of  the l t t rnc l ,  rvas wolrnc led
in t i rc  s l . roulder ,  but  at  last  No Cir ie f  rvas shot  t rnd i< i l lcc l  b l .anothcr
brothcr ' - in- lu l l '  numi:c l  ( lood Young N{ i ln .

Angclcd by thc l< i l l ings,  t l ' rc  Marry Chi lc l rcn le f t  No Chief 's  body
l v i ng  on  the  g ro l rnd  fo r  t he  dogs  to  ca t ,  bL l t  a  bo r . t o l c l  Po t t s 'mo thc r
abotr t  the inc ic lent .  Shc carne wi th a t rat 'o is  to carrv l ter  son's  bocly
away for  bur ia l  bLr t  shc was pr- r l lcc l  f rom l rcr  l rorst  l rv  Ci , roc l  Yor , rng
Miln and nturclcrccl

th: r t  h is  mother
hearc l  the news

Wolk ing as a wrar lg, ler  at  l 'or t  I ( ipp,  he kept  t rack o l  the k i l lers
l t r - t t  mnclc no ef lor t  to  pursuc thern.  F inal l1 . ,  abor-r t  t r , r .o  mont l ts  la ter ,
thc NTant '  Chi ldren camped in thc val lev of  the Oldman Ri l 'er ,  not  far
f rom the for t .  A fcrv days la ter ,  lv l - r i le  Pot ts  rvas d l iv ing some horses
do'"vn to the water ,  he saw two Indians astr ic le  a s ingle horse.  By the
t ime he had rvatered the animals and rc ' t l t r l ted them to the corra l ,  the
t 'uvo mcn had f in ished thei r  t rac le and rvc l t  r id ing a\ \ .a) ' .  Squint ing
into the sunl ight ,  Pot ts  recognizcc l  ( lood Young Man,  h is  mother 's

Sevcral  \ r .eeks passecl  bcfore Jerr '1 '  p1111r lcarned
arncl  hal l -brother  hacl  becn k i l led.  He o l ieved , ,vhcn Ï re
i r t td  r ' , - rwcd to gct  lL ' \ 'c l tgc.
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n' ru.au. . . ,  anci  anothel  Bloocl  namecl  l \ ' lorn ing Wri t ing.

Quick lv  he grabl - ,ed h is  gr- rn and fo l lowcd the pai r .  They sarv h im
approaching and,  l<nr . rwing rvho i t  rnust  be,  t r iec l  to  reach the safet l '  o f
thôi r  camp." tsut  Pot ts  haà a f resh l - ror-se whi le  the others rode doi rb le
on a l i rcc l  onc.  As he: ipproachecl ,  Pot ts  i i lcc l  t r r ' ice,  bul  missed.  Then,
j us t  as  t he ; ' t an rc  t o  a  s l eep  c t t t bank  ove r l oo l< ing  the  X {any 'Ch i i c l r e r r
camp, he shot  Gc.roc l  Young \ {an in  the l :ac l i ,  s l ' ra t ter ing h is  spine.
Reining r-rp, l.re lvatched the lrociv ttrrnble clown to tl 're caml-l bclor,v, ancl
pe rm i t t ec l  t he  seconc l  man  to  esca l )e . ' ;

I - I is  rcr , 'cnge n()w sat is l icc l ,  Pot ts  c lu i t  h is  job ancl  lc t t r rncc l  to
lVlontana.  Disgr- rs ted by the lan ' lessness and debar-rchcry causeC by the
rvhiskey t r -adels,  he d ic l  nc l t  comc to Car-rac la again t rnt i l  t lvo vear-s
Iater ,  when he helpcci  the Nlo l rntcd Pol icc s t i imp c>t t t  thc t rade l 'u 'h ich
hacl  causecl  the c leer ths.of  h is  rnother  arrd l . ra i i -brothcr .

Dr-r r ing 1873 and 1874,  Pot ts  spent  muclr  o{  h is  t ime in the Peigan
caml )s  a r rd ,  l r om th l r t  t imc  on ,  l r c  l r l c l e r red  t l t c  c t - ,mpan l  u f  t he  Pc igans
to the Bloods.  85 ' the summcl  of  1U?,1,  l . re  was c 'mployecl  b1 ' I .  G.  Bal ier '
& Co.  at  thei r  post  on Baclger  Creck in  Mont iu. ra.  A l i fc  o l  v io let rce
behind h im, h is  bcst  l r iend bccarnc the bot t lc  ancl  renia ined so unt i l
h i s  dea th .

Pot ts  rvzrs engaged b5'  the North-Wcst  N{or , rntcd Pc, l ice in  1U74 as
a  sc< - ,u t : r nc l  i n te rp le t c r  1o r  $90  a  rnon th . ' I hcn  th i r t y - seven  vca rs  o ld .
he wers a moustachecl  g lLr f l  l i t t le  nrarr  v" 'hosr :  drcss inc lndecl  the iacket ,
t ro l tsers anci  ca;r  oI  tkre whi tc  rn: rn,  and the lcggings,  moccnsins,  kn i ie
bel t  anr l  cat  sk in "mccl ic l r - re"  o1 the Inc l i iLn.

6 "  I n t " r t , i e t t  t t : i t l t . l i t t t  W t t i Lc  B t t l t .  I t 11  t t t c
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The Nor th -West  Mounted
them in  1874.  Th is  ske tch  by
t h e  p o l i c e  h e a d i n g  s o u t h  f o r

Po l ice  were  in  rea l  t roub le  when Jer ry  Pot ts  came t0
H e n r i  J u l i e n ,  w h o  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  s h o w s
t h e  S w e e t g r a s s  H i l l s .
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l i is  { i rs t  ass ignment  r ; . ras tc  lead the lV lountecl  Pol ice to For t
Whoop-Up tc  at tack the Amer ican whiskey t raders.  Pot ts  t r ied to
explarn that  the t raders had f l :c l  to  Montana bnt ,  not  t rust ing thei r
new guide,  the Pol ice forcecl  thei r  cr ipplec l  horses and t i red men on
towards the fcr t .  Under the ablc gt r icanc- .  of  the l i t t le  mixed b iood,
thev  t rave l l ed  ac ross  t he  sho r t  g rass  coun t r y  f r om M i l k  R i ve r  R idge ,
passing buf fa lo bones b leachect  in  the sun and hr , rge herds of  the
shaggy beasts graz ing l ike domest ic  cat t le .

1  "He  r von  the  con f i dencc  o f  a l l  r anks  1he  f i r s l  c1a \ .o t r t , "  r eca l l ed
S a m  S t c e l c : .  " a r r c l  r , r ' l t c n  m o r i r i t t g  c a m c  l t r ' t o r l t ' b u l , l l r ;  i r r  I r u r r t  o l  t h e
adr-ancc gr . rard.  I t  was r . toor- i  r . rhen the par l5,  reached Mi lk  River  ancl
found h im there s i t t ins near  a fat  br- r i ia lo cow ."vhich he had k i l led
ancl dressecl for the uJe of the for-ce. To tl-rose new to such li le he
appearecl  to  know everyth ing."

I t  rvas dur ing th is  t rek that  the Mounted Pol ice not iced thei r
guide c l id  not  waste words.  When they found the r iddled body of  a
dead Assin iboine Jerry was asked to expla in the probable reasor . r  of
t he  k i l i i r r g .  "D rL rnk , "  hc  mr r t t e l ec l . '

A f t e r  bu rS ' i ng  t he  bod r ' ,  t he  P t r l i ce  con t i n r r cc l  t he  j ou rney  ovc r  t he
monotonous terra in.  F inal ly ,  onc of f icer  of  the force,  hoping that
Whoop-Up was only a shor t  d is tance.  awav,  r 'ode up to Pol ts  ancl  asked:
"What  c lo you th ink we' l l  f ind on the other  s ide of  th is  h i l l ,  Jerrv?"

"Nudder h i i l , "  repl ied the laconic guide.

When they reached Fort  Whcop-Up,  the Nlounted Pol ice found
the5'  d id not  need thei r  two n ine-pounder f ie ld guns and two mortars.
With the cxcept ion of  an o ld t lader  the for t  was deser ted.

I t  was then ear ly  October and Col .  Macleod,  seeing the need for
immediate quar ters,  urged Pot ts  to lead them to a sui table s i te  for  a
for t .  Guid ing the t i rcd caravan of  redcoats,  winded horses,  Red River
ca r t s  anc l  wagons  ac ross  t he  ro l l i r r g  p la i l i c s ,  t hc  scou l  f o l l owcd  an
Indian t ra i l  westward unt i l  thev arr ived at  a l t r rge is land on the
O lc lman  R ivc r .  Hc re  was  a  s i t e  t ha t  o l f o r c t l  na t t r r a l 'wa le r  u ro tec t i on .
abundant  cot tonwoods for  construct ion,  and was on a weû-t ravel lec i
l ou te .

Whi le For t  Macleod was being bt r i l t ,  Pot ts  t ra i 'e l led among the
l l lac l<foot  of  the area,  expla in ing the prescnce of  the red-coated
strangers and gain ing promises of  non-v io lence.  Late in  October,  he
reported that  whiskc-y was being sold at  Pine Coulee and guided the
Pol ice to the i l l ic i t  pcst  where the f ive mcn \vere apprehended.  This
u 'as the f i rs t  successfu l  ra id by the force s ince arr iv ing in  Biackfoot
country.  Later  in  the month,  he ied a par ty  wi th 77 cr ippled or  winded
horses to winter  graz ing lancls  in  Montana where they rvere le f t  unt i l
spr ing.  In  November he brought  the major  ch iefs of  the Blackfoot
t r ibes to the for t  to  meet  Col .  Macleod ancl  hear  h is  words of  f r iendship.
Fi rs t  to  arr ive was the renowned Crowfoot ,  fo l lowed by Red Crow ôf
the Bloods and Bul i  Head of  the Peigans.  The lat ter  was so impressed
wi th the Mounted Pol ice that  he bestowed his  name upon the com-
mander of  the force.  Before the in terv iews,  Pot ts  care lu l ly  coached

I '

7.  S .  B .  S tee le ,  For ty  Years  In  Canada,  1915,  p .  76 .
B. lbid. p. 73.
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The North-West  Mounted Pol ice scouts at  For t  Macleod were photographed by
F.  Steele in  1890.  Lef t  to  r ight ,  back row, Scout  Hunbury and Jer iy  eoi ts j  miOOté
lo.w, .Ceci l .  Denny,_Staf f  Sgt .  Chr is  Hi t l iard and Sgt .  Geôrge S.  Coi ter ;  f rbnt  row,
B lack  Eag le  and  E l k  Fac ing  the  W ind ,  B lood  Ind iàns .

Col .  MacleoC in the wavs iu tc l  cnstorns o l  the l r - r r l ian 1teo1t le.  l jancis
were shaken, yripcs r"crô 1>,,rrecl :rncl l) l irvcr.s \\ 'cr(, saitl, r i l l  ,,,,, i thor-rt
cmbar rassmen t  o r  i nc iden t .

.  Ear lv  in  I875,  Jerry Pot ts  c l is l t la l 'cc l  h is  rcmirr .kable scrrse of
d i rcct ion in  t r t 'c r  gruel l ing t r ips . " r , l i ich wor-r ld  har .e taxccl  thc les lurces
of  â l rv  averaqc n ' rar- r . ' fh ' :1 i rs t  occurr i :c l  in  Fc- l t r . r_urr r .  lvhcr . r  he r . , ,as sent
wi th Capt .  Cr-rz icr  and tcn mcn to a l ) l ) r 'c .hcncl  scr .er .a)  Amer icans who
were s l l l inq-  r , . 'h iskey in  thc l3c, rv  Ri i .ôr -ar .ca.  Fr .om the t ime lhr :v  lc f t
I ' o r t  M a c l c c c l ,  t h *  l ) a r 1 \ ' ( ' x l ) c r i t ' r r c c d  b i t l t . r ' l v  c , , r l r l  r v t ' a t h c r ,  s ( )  s ' r v c f c
that  53, t .  W l )  Antrobus commcnted:  "Bvcn Jer- rv  pot ts  a l l l iou.gh he
rcma ineC rc l l t l l  up  i n  h i s  b ian l<e ts ,  c l i d  r r . t  s l : cp  i r r -  a l l . " : , 8û i  t l i e
tac i t r - r r n  p la insman  l cc l  t hc  men  th lough  r ' n t ' s t i r l n r  a f t c r  ano thc r ,
crcss in.q the p la ins wi thor . r t  the s l ightcst  iear  of  becoming lost .  Af ter-
successfu l l l '  captur ing thei r  men ncl r th o l '  Highrvoocl  River ,  the Mor-rnt -
ed Pcl ice ran i r . r to  a b l izzarr l  which cut  the v ls ib i l i tv  to  { i f tv  varc ls  and
obl i terated_an-v s ign of  a t ra i l .  "we coulc l  not  bc g i i iaca ly  tne.uv ind,"
commented the sergcant ,  "because i t  d ic l  not  b lorv f ive minures a[  a
t ime  f rom the  same d i rec t i o r . r . " r "  Du r i n .g  t hc  s to rm the  pa r t v  became
separa ted ,  r v i t h  Po t t s  i n  one  g roup  

"nà  
sg t .  An t ro l>us ' i n  t ne  o the r .

seeing_the f r - r t i l i tv  of  r l r i l t ing -a imlessl l , '  i r " r  the b l izzarc l ,  the selgeant
ordered h is  men to hal t .  In  a shor t  t ime thei r  t racks hact  f i l lec l  i r î  and-n. 

*_l DenLpsey, "A Motrrtt ie's Diary. 7875" irr Thc Ear.l-r ' Wcst, ErhtLrrnton,
1957.  p.  8.

1 0 .  l d e n t . '
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Je r r y  Po t t s  no rma l l y  wo re  t he  c lo thes  o f  a  wh i t e  man ,  a l t hough  mos t  o f  h i s  t ime
was spent  wi th the Indians.  He is  seen here wi th a group of  North Peigans.  Lef t
t o  r i gh t ,  s tand ing ,  NWMP Sergean t  Ga igen ,  Runs  Among  Bu f fa lo ,  K idney ,  C row  Shoe ,
Running Wol f ,  Jerry Pot ts  and rest  unknown; f ront  row,  Good Young Man,  L i t t le
P lume ,  Runn ing  Eag le ,  Sh in ing  0oub le ,  Bu l l  P lume ,  Green  Grass  Bu l l  and  B lack  Ch ie f .

v i s i b i l i t v  dec reased  to  t h i r t y ' ya rc l s .  Bu t  i r - r s t  when  thc  men  were
rcs igner- l  to  ccr ta in c ieat i i ,  Pot ts  carne t rudging through thc dr i f ts
h o a d i n g  d i r e c t l v  t o w a r d s  t h c  m i s s i r r \  m e n .  T h u r .  r c t r r r i t i n g  t h c  p a r t y ,
l r c  g t r i c l cd  t hcm s r ,u th rva l c l  ac ross  t l r .  l r l i r  i ns  â l l ( l  s l r t r ,  k  t he  H igh rvooc l
R i ve l  a t  a  po in t  l c ss  t han  a  l n i l e  ups l f r am i rom the i r  o r i g i na l  camp ing
l ) l ace .

' I 'hc second t r ip  occtr l rerc l  in  t r larch rvhen Co1.  Macleocl ,  three
poLiccrn:rn,  ancl  Pot ls  s tar ted lor  FIc, lcna,  Mont iu. ra,  three hr- rnr l lcr l  mi les
Ér\ \ 'a \ ' .  \ \ Ihcn r 'vc l l  out  on the p la i r - rs  a r i ' i ld  bhzzl t rc l  s t l r - rck,  f t r rc in*-  the
nrc l ' r  to  camp besic le a ct r tbar i l i  1or  t \ \ -o  c lat 's .  Whcn the loc ic l  : rncf  fuel
s l rp l r l ies 

" r 'er -e 
exhaLrstcc l ,  Pot ts  sLrggcstcd t l i rvc l l ing th i r tv  mi lcs south

to I ioc l iv  Spr- incs u.hcre l ) r 'o l )c l 's l rcLtcr" 'v : rs  avai larb le.  Orr to thc l t la i r rs
o l  su ' i l l i ng  snou ' t hc  n t cn  I o l l ou ' c - c l  t hc i r  g t r i c l c :  anc l ,  r v i t h i n  an  hou r ,
cve l ' \ ' ( ) l r c  b r - r l  Po t t s  had  l os t  h i s  scnsc  o1 ' c l i r cc t i on .  The l c  \ \ ' c re  no
landnrar ' l<s t rnc l  rveakored mcn ar lc l  i rorses stumblc:< l  in  cxhaust ion.
I ' i ra l l r ' .  a f tc l  scvcr i t l  horr ls  pol l5  ç l i - i t ' r " rourr tcc l  : r t rc l  l t ,c l  t l ie  rncn in to a
na l l o \ \ - I ) r ( ) t cc t cc l  Ya l l c \ ' . . l t  r v t i . .  l i ' r ' 1 . : r  S1 t I i ngs .  I - a t ' - ' r ' ,  whcn  eve : r yone
u 'as  sc ' t t l cd  bc lo rc  a  roa t - i ng  l i r c ,  t hc ,Po l i c r :  r , ve l c  c l i s rnaved  to  l ea rn
th i i t  I )o t ts  haci  bccn r l lmost  conlp lc tc lv  snor . r '  l t l i r r r l  r l r r r ing the f ina l
I ' r r l l  o l  t l r c  j o L l l n o ) ' .

A l t hough  I ro t l s  wou l c l  o l t cn  r r sc  on l v  o r r c  wo r r l  whcn  n  c l ozen
we fe  l r ccessa rv ,  o r . " r ' o l r l c l  co lo r  h i s  t l a r i s l a t i ons  r v i t l ' r  p ro l : r n i t 1 ' ,  he
f i i ie 'c l  the Mor-rntec l  Pol icc. 's  immcdiatc neecls as an in terprctcr .

C)n crne occasion a 1tar t1 'of  s t€rrv i l tg  Inc l ians v is i tcd Fot ' t  Macleod
and  thc  po l i ce  l i s t ened  pa t i en t l y ' t r r  t he  ch i c f  r vho  l<c1 t t  up  i t  cc )ns tan t
t i r ade  1o r  sevc ra l  m inL r tes .  Po t t s ,  s i t t i ng  q r - r i c t l y .  mac l c  no  a t t emp t  t o
t rar- rs late.  F inal ly  Col .  lV lac leod tappecl  h is  in tcrp letcr  on the shoulder .
"What  is  he saying,  Pot ts?"  he askecl .

"Hc.  wt ints  grub:"  was the sumrnat ion c: f  t l " rc  ch ief 's  ent i re speech.

%
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The s i tuat ion was much the same when sevela l  prominent  ch iefs
were in  at tendance.  Col .  Macleod,  who had learnecl  a ferv r ,vords of
Bl : ickfoot ,  recognized "napi -okee" as " ' ,vh iskey-"  and "napi -krvan' ,  for
"whi te man" ancl  r - ight lv  guesscd t l ia t  thr :  ch ie ls  u 'ere e*p-ressing thei r
grat i tuc le to the Mountecl  Pol ice for  r idd ing thc i r  hunt ing gr-ouncls of
the rvhiskel '  t raders.  Pot ts  said noth ing LJut ,  i - rpon bei ig-asked,  he
shrr- rgged h is  shoulc lcrs and commented s implv:

" l ) ey  damn g lad  I ' ou ' re  he re . " r l

The Blackloot  of  today a le probabl l '  c , r rect  u 'hen thcv sav that
sorne of  the l inest  orat ions o l  thei r  nat ion never  reachecl  the e iars of
the Mor,rnted Police br-rt r,velc casr-rall l '  strippecl of all their color by
Po t t s .  A  co rpo la l  sa id  t ha t  " t he  ch ie {  d i f f i éL i l t l ' abo r - r t  h i s  i n t t r . p r c ta -
t ions were '  t i ra t ,  a i ter  i re  had interpreted f rom the Blackfoot  in io the
Engl ish langr-rage,  you wercr ' t 'ery  rnuch f r - r r the.  ahead,  for  h is  Eng-
l ish was rvei ld  -  par t icu lar ly  i f  he had had a fen '  io l rs  of  onc of  hTs
favor i te  todcl ies."

Pot ts '  l i rs t  year  wi th t i - re Mountcd Pol ice ' ,v t rs  h is  most  coror fu l
and probablv h is  most  event iu l .  A l te l  locat ing a s i te  for  For t  Macleod,
calming the w'orr ied Indians,  lveather ing tùo b l izzards,  hc lp ing to
captlrre. some rvhisliey traders ar.rd pelforming other tasks, hè jàci a
p3Jt1 '  o f  pol icc across the p la ins to c 's iabl ish For t  Walsh,  in  the C5,press
r 1 l l l s .

Dur ing th is  per iod,  Pot ts  reta inecl  h is  contacts wi t i i  h is  Indian
re lat ives.  His rv ives and a lew I r iends fornred a smal l  t ip i  v i l lage near
the post  rv i th  Pot ts  as i ts  accepted let rc ler ' .  His  rv ives tor i led h is ' i rorses,
la ised.h is  c i - r i ld len,  and. ,vere in  no wa).conccrnecl  ovcr  the bursy worÉ
of  thei r  husband.  Br , r t  in  May,  1B?5,  ihe pot ts  fami ty  was i r r fur ia ted
when more than th i r ty- i ive o l  thei r  horses were sto len by Assin iboine
Indi : rns who f led u ' i th  them to Montana.  A I 'ear  ear t ier i  pot ts  u,or , r lc l
havc organized a war p. l r t ) ' ,  loacled h is  Winci re.s ter ' .  ancl  i ieaclcc l  sor- r th.
i l. I! G..LILytlt:u:s, "L'ife it t lrc xlouttterl I 'ol ice," ir i Scallct anrl Gr>lrl, Brcl

AtL r t t t r t l ,  1921 .  p .  18 .

For t  Mac leod was
Alber ta .  Th is  v iew o f

t h e
the

headquar te rs  o f  the  Nor th -West  Mounted  Po l ice  in  southern
p o s t  w a s  t a k e n  i n  a b o u t  1 8 7 6 .
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North-West  Mounted Pol ice of f icers were photographed in the la te 18i0 's .  Lef t
t o  r i gh t  a re  a  cons tab le ,  I nspec to r  Edmund  D .  C la rk ,  Co l .  James  F .  Mac leod ,  and
Dr.  John Ki t tson.

Br-r t  wise to thc way's  o l  the ne ' "v  orc lcr ,  he approached Col .  L lac leod,
obta inecl  a le t ter  of  in t roduct ion to thc U.S.  Cavalry ,  ancl  r " 'ent  south
a l n r c d  u ' i t h  t h i s  . 1 ) a l ) r , l ' i n s t c a d  o f  a  l i l l i ' .  R c a c h i n r  F o r l  R c l k r r a l ) .  h e
tool i  thc messagc to Major  I lges who,  anxious to cc l -operate n ' i t l ' r  thc
ncrvLr ' -ar l ivec l  Carrac l ians,  personal ly  csccl r tcd Pot ts  to the Assin iboine
camps.  1 'he t r iumphant  gr , r ide,  sneer ing at  h is  encmies,  ronncled up
f i f teen horses on the { i rs t  c la l 'and } rad thc remaindcr  before ther  end
o1 ' t he  r , " ' ce l< .  Hc  l e f t  some  i n fn r i a t cd  Ass in ibo ines  beh inc l : r nc l  sco red
onc of  thc bc.st  b loocl lcss "cot tps"  c- r l '  h is  career .

Thc Mounted I ro l icc were so foncl  o1 '  Pot ts  that  hc rcmainecl  i r - r  the
l 'o lcc unt i l  h is  dc: r th.  Thc bot t lc  rvas a lways h is  c loscst  companion ancl
no . "vhi te:  man cor- r ld  honest ly  say he lv : , rs  h is  in t imale f r icnc l  Pot ts
cor- rs ic lc lec l  t .he Rlac]< ioot  to  be i r is  pcol r lc  ancl  lhc NTounteci  Pol ice
his empio l 'e ls .

On some occasions,  hor 'vever ,  h is  Iar , r l tv  Engl ish res l r l tec i  in
cscarpade's rvhich rvould have causecl  t l rc  c l isrn issal  of  any 'n-ran but
Jcrry Pot ts .  In  Septcmber,  1877,  u 'hcn l l r t r .  I )ar , id ,  Lai rd,  L ier- r tenant-
Clovernor  of  the Nor- th-West  Terr i lc l ry ,  c : r t : - re to s i l ln  a t rcatv r , , ' i th  the
Blackfoot ,  l )o t ts  u 'as the of f lcra l  in tcrprctcr .  Govert ror  Lai rd.  r , . ,ho had
part ic ipated in  othc l  t rcat l ' '  ceremonies,  kncw that  Indians appreciated
an expressive speech.  When the counci l  began,  he arose and star ted
to del ivcr  a f lowerrv address of  wclcomc.  Confused bt .  the e loc luence,
Pot ts  could only  s tand help less ly  ar- rc l  b l r - r r t  out  the t r t r th :  he couldn ' t
understand the l ieutenant-governor 's  u. 'orc ls .  Embarrassed,  the Mount-
ed Pol ice f ina l ly  located an Engl ish hal f -breed who per formed the
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task.  However,  Pot ts  soon redcemecl  h imsel l  rvhen hc lcd Col .  Macle 'od
and h is  par ty  to C1'press Hi l ls  dur ing a savage snorvstorm, rnal )aging
to f ind good camping grounds and f r - re l  cacl ' r  n ight .

Pot ts '  knowledge of  the 
"vhi te 

man's rvay of  l i fe  tvas a lmost  as
obscure as h is  fac i l i ty  for  the language.  When one o l  h is  ' "v . ives saw
some baby chambetr  pots in  l 'or t  Bentr r r r  she purchasecl  one.  A shor t
t in- re la ter ,  Pot ts  ancl  h is  lami ly  r -c-achccl  Stancio l f  Detaci rnrent  u ' i th
Col .  \ ' Iac leod u 'ho was af  I 'ânrg ing t rcat-""  l laYmer) ts  f  o l  thc Bloocl
I  n r i i a n s .

" I ' r 'e  heard abor-r t  thc good r 'vatct  f rom Standof f  spr ing,"  the
of f icer  remarked to Pot ts .  "How abor-r t  tak ing rnc thcrc?"

" I  can  do  be t l e r  t han  l ha t ,  Co lonc l , "  he  l ep l i ec l .  "We ' i us t  l > r ' o r - rgh t
some rvater  f rorn that  vcr l 'sp l ing."  l le ' then turr red to h is  neat 'est  wi fe
ancl  to lc l  f rer  to  ï ind a c lean cuu so that  t ] ' re  colonel  coulc l  dr ink.  N{rs.
Po t t s ,  r emembcr ing  hc r  re ( ' cn1  pu rc l t a . r .  guvc  i t  t o  he r  wa i t i r r g  h t r s -
bancl .  Pot ts  took i t ,  f i i led i t  wi lh  'uv i , r tc l  and passcd i t  to  the of f icer .

' 'What 's  th is? \Vhat 's  th is?"  cxc l t r i rnecl  t1 ' re o l f icer  u ' l ien t l re  cham-
be l  po t  was  handed  to  h i rn .

' ' \Vhy  Co lonc l , "  r ep l i c r l  Po t t s  i n  s r r rp r i se ,  " i t ' s  t hc  sp r i ng  r va t c t ' .
My rv i fe  has even g iven i t  to  yon in a ncrv cr- rp she.  bor- rght . "

When Macleocl  expla inecl  the proper nse of  the vcssel  Pot ts  shook
his heacl  in  wcrnder.  "Yol t  whi te people at 'e  crazy,"  he said i t t  l t ts t .  "You
got  p lenty of  opcn pra i r ic  a l l  arouncl  t rnc l  yet  yo l l  use a good cup l ike
t h i s  f o r  k i d s  t o  . . . .  i n . " l l

Pot ts '  ro le in  help ing t ) . re Mour. r tec l  Pol ice and Indian Agcnts to
keep peace among the Bloods and Peig: rns dur ing thc Rie l  Rebel l ion

1 9

12. Interuieu u; i t l t  I lurry
1953.

À1 i / l s .  by  t l t e  <Lu t l Lo r .  o t  t l t e  I J I oo t I  Resc luc .  Dec .26 ,

M o u n t e d  P o l i c e  a t  F o r t
l i f e .  T h e  p o l i c e  w e r e  h i s

z ,  ̂ ;-:;r.
/ ' ' ' i , ' t ' l ' ; :

T h e  m e e t i n g  o f
symbol izes  the  dua l
b u t  t h e  B l o o d s  w e r e

Bloods  and Nor th -West
loya l t ies  o f  Jer ry  Pot ts '
h i s  p e o p l e .

M a c l e o d
e m p loye  rs
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of 1BB5 was one which brought him praise and honor. Playing on
the natural emnity between the Blackfoot and Crees, Potts travelled
through the excited camps, offering latest news of Cree defeats, dis-
pu t i ng  w i i d  rumours  sen l  by  ha l f - b reed  mcssenge rs ,  and  bo l s te r i ng
the author i ty  of  e lder  chiefs who werc counsel l ing for  peace.  His

;  abi l i ty  to  deal  wi th an explos ive s i tuat ion wi th d ip lomacy and tact
/ rr, 'as of immeasurable value as he r.vent u'ith police officers {rom camp'  

to  camp dl r r ing the car ly  weeks of  the re l le l l i t ln .

In  the la te 1880's,  af ter  the dcath of  h is  t rvo rv ives,  Pot ts  took h is
four th and f ina l  rv i fe ,  lsunr- i ,s- l .sec.  or  Long Timc Laying l )own.
Through th is  marr iage he returnccl  to  h is  orvn people,  for  the g i r l  was
a c laughter  of  Blood chief  One Spot .

Al though he was a val - rable scourt ,  Pol ts  r . l 'as somet imes a head-
ache to the force.  On one occasion,  when word was received of  a
suspic ious wagon crossing the border ,  the Mountcd Pol ice 's  loyal ty
.uvas sore ly  t r ied.  The scor-r t  and t 'uvo constnbles 'uvcre scnt  to  invest igatc
l hc  noc tu rna l  t r avc l l e r  and  i n te rccp tcd  the  \ v i . r g ( )n  u f t o r  a  day ' s  r i dc .
The  o rvne rs  had  goods  and  wh iskcy ' i n  t he i r ' l o i r c l  so  t hcy  r vc rc  a r res ted
and handcuÏ fed together  in  the back of  the wagon.  One constable took
the rc ins,  thc other  took chargc o l  the saddlc l t { r rses,  and Pot ts  was
p l l r c t ' d  i n  t hc  back  to  gua rd  t hc  p r i so r r c r s .  Upon  a l r i r ' i ng  a t  Fo r t
Macleod a const : ib le d iscovered that  Pot ts  had broken into the whiskey
surppl -v  and the three men had drunk themselvers in to an unconscious
stupor.  The l iquor  was consumed and the ev idcncc was gone.

On  o the r  occas ions  Po t t s  had  to  be  t i cd  up  t rn t i l  hc  s l cp t  o f f  a
par t icu lar ly  { iery drunk and once he a lmost  shot  a member of  the
fo lce whom he mistook for  an o ld enemy. Onc pol iceman observed
that  Pot ts  had "an unquenchable th i rs t  rvh ich a camel  might  have
er.rvied. He drank whiskey when he cor-rld gct it. If he cor-rlcl not get
i t ,  h < .  w o L r l d  l a k c  J a m a i c a  g i n g e r ,  o r  c s s c l t ( ' c  o f  l c m o r r .  o r  I ' c r r ; ' D a v i s '
pain k i l ler ' ,  c l r  even red ink." r ' t

Wh i l c  g i v i r r g  l i q r " ro r  t o  Jnd ians  \ vas  a  se r i o t t s  c t ' imc  on  l hc  f r on t i e r ,
l ) , ' 1 t s  c l i d  no t  hes i t a t c  1o  d r i nk  w i t h  h i s  mo th t ' r ' s  pcop l t ' .  Onc  day  i n
the 1890's,  Mike Oka,  a rvhiskey- lov ing Bloocl ,  bought  some l iq l tor  f rom
a  boo t l cggc r  and  wcn t  t o  v i s i t  Je r r y  Po t l s .  A [ t c l  a  p ro longcd  r l r i nk ing
bout  Oka and another  Blood named Man Fight ing a Bat t le  s taggered
into a wagon ancl  headed homeward.  En route thc5 '  began dr ink ing
from a hal f -empt-v bot t le  and star ted a v io lcnt  quar lc l .  Man Fight ing
a Battle was latcr for-rnd r,vith tlvo stab rvounds in his chcst, three in
the back and two on h is  r ight  arm. I - Iowet 'er ,  hc surv ivcd the qt rarre l
and no charges were la id.

Everyone who knew Pot ts  admit tec l  hc was an nnusual  man and
fe l t  that  h is  c l r ink ing was not  uncommon on thc f ront icr .  Wi th h is
v i r tues far  outweighing h is  s ins,  he was considered to be a capable

-scout ,  guide and interpreter ,  rather  than just  a dr inker .  Regardiess of
I  h is  condi t ion,  no one could quest ion h is  honesty,  bravery and fa i th-
I  fu lness to thc Mounted Pol icc.

e , , * * i ^ æ , , ^  + L ' i -  ^ - + - ^ ^ - À i ^ . - ' ,uurrr r r r r r rs  *y th is  ext raord inary man's career ,  Col .  Steele com--
mented that "he was the man who had trained the best scouts in the
force and, in the earlier days when the prairie was a trackless waste,

13-R" G. Mathews, op. cit.

20



JERRY POTTS 2I

th"r" *"te very few trips or expeditions of importance that were not
guided by h im or  the men to whom he had taught  the craf t  o f  the
pla ins.  As scout  and guide I  have never  met  h is  equal ;  he had none in
ei ther  the North West  or  the states to the south." l r

S tee le  a l so  gave  h im  h igh  commenda t i on  as  a  d ip loma t  and
gentieman. "Potts influence with the Blackfoot tribes r'vas snch that
h is  presence on many occasions prevented b loodshed,"  he wrote.  "The
Mounted Pol ice kner 'v  h is  character  for  tact  and p l r " rck and bel ieved
that he would sti ir. rr, ' i th his party to the last monrent no matler hor'v
ser io l rs  the s i t r - rat ion might  be.  In  h is  c leal ings rv i th  the led rnen he
was a master  of  f inesse."r ;

I n  t he  1890 ' s ,  Po t t s  and  Cons t .  Tom C la rke ,  a  member  o I  t he  f o r ce ,
went  duck hunt ing and were involved in an inc ident  rvh ich gave thc
scout his second good luck charm. Dr"rring thc hunt Clarke l ired a lorv
volley in Potts' direction and r,vas shocked when the scor-rt toppied to
the ground. Rr-rshing to his side, Clarke was relievecl to find Potts
s i t t ing up.  " I  thought  somebody h i t  me in the head and knock my
damn block oTf , "  he said,  rubbing the s ide of  h is  face.r"  Clat rkc invest i -
ga ted  and  fo t rnc l  t ha t  a  s i ng le  l cad  pc l l e t  was  l o t l ged  benca t l r  t he  sk in
behind h is  ear .  Pot ts ,  a lways superst i t ious,  would not  lc t  Clarke or
the pol ice surgeon remove the shot  but  carr ied j t  as a good luck charm.
He was amused by the thought  o l  h is  only  wound and found thc pel le t
to be an in terest ing subjcct  of  conversat ion. ' fhe story became a bore
to the men at  the barracks and one day ear ly  in  1896,  a pol iceman
decided to p lay a pract ica l  joke.  Dur ing a par ty  in  the cabin of  John
Clancy,  the pol iceman asked to see the scar  mark ing the p lace where
the pei le t  was lodged.  Pot ts ,  who was in a befuddled state,  obl ig ingly
leaned forward. Deftly, the policeman fl icked open his penknife and
removed the tiny shot before Potts realized lvhat had happened. Next
morning,  when the fu l l  impact  of  the deed came to h im,  Jerry mourned
the loss of his good luck charm ancl voiced his fears for the flttr.tre.

He clied a ferv months later, on Jr"rly 14, 1896, ancl the Mounted
Pol ice mourned the passing of  the spi r i ted i i t t le  scout .  ' lhe repor ts
listed his death as "consumption" but his son, who rvas twcnty years
o ld  when  h i s  I ' a the r  d i c r l ,  sa id  i t  was  cance r  o f  t l r c  t h l o r t ,  agg reva tec l
by pro longed c l r ink ing.

A large funeral  rvas hc ld in  For t  Macleod wi th lu l l  mi l i tary honors
being accorded the p la insman.  His body was la id to rest  in  thc t iny
Roman Cathol ic  cemetery east  of  the to 'uvn where a t r im hcadstone
marked h is  p lot .  Threc vol leys wcre f i red over  h is  grave,  a general
salute being b lown al ter  cach vol ley.

"Jerry Pot ts  is  dead,"  the I ior t  Macleod Clazet te annot tnced.rT
"Through the whole North West ,  in  many par ts  of  eastern Canacla,
and in England i tse l f ,  th is  announcement wi l l  exc i te sorrow, in  many
cases  sympa thy ,  anc l  j n  a l l ,  i n te res t .  H i s  memory  r v i i l  ) ong  bc  g rcen
in the hearts of those who knew him best, and '{aithful and true' is
the character  he leaves behind h im -  the best  monument of  a valuable
l i fe . "

14. S. B. Steele, op. ci t . ,  p. 276.
15. S. B. Steele, op. ci t . ,  p. 277.
16. T. Clarke, Lethbridge l lerald,
17. Fort Macleod Gazette, JuIy 17,

O c t . 1 0 , 1 9 3 1 .
1896.
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