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SAIJLT STN.  I fARIE

N a srrrnrncr t lrrv in the year. 1?93, the l itt le Indian vil lage
of Dal'ating at l.he foot of the l l,apids t 'as all astir over

the arr ival of a str 'auge câl loe c( ' l le t lou'u fr,orn Luke Superior ' .
The vi l lage had many red l isi tols, fol the Indians lured by

the f ish in the St. Mnly's River citrne from near ani l  far and in
surnrnor the shoro was dotted rvith their.  wigrvams. But white
visitors n'ere not so conlnlon, nnd rvherr a rvhite did come he
rvas usna.l ly a t l ' f lveler on his rvay to seek the Northwest Pass-
age, a J,e-suit  Fathel carlyirrg the cross into the wilderness, or a
fur t lar ler on his n'ay to the rvinter hunting grounds,

The nery coln€r's \\'ere it fuir-hair.ed Irishman and a black-
hai led, tr lack-eycd Irrdian gir l .  The.y r.eceived a wlrrm rvelcome
florn the (- 'adottes, the Londlies, the Noli ls ald the Piquettes,
thc  on ly  fo r r r ' l ' l r i te  fami l ies  o f  the  v i t lage ,  and f rom the  th ree
ot '  four'  ]rurrdled Indiarrs thet 'e.

' l 'hev lr irr- l  t .orrre 1o t lr is vi l lagc to I ive and they would have
had to go far to { ind a rnore beauti ful spot. Irr rù grove of pine,
spl 'ucer bi lch, uraple and elm looking out over the St. l lary's
It ivel lo the Algoma f{ i l ls, withi l  sight aud sound of the rvater
f lom their ol-u Lal ic Sul lcl iol  singing i ts rvay over the Rapids,
they bni l l  thei l  hrrrrre. IJrrt  i l .  l r ' i rs not casy to bui ld a house in
thosc days. ' l 'he trces rnust be fel led and the logs dlarvn f lont
thc l 'ootl  by orerr. lhcle s,ere no sa\t '  nr i l ls. The lumber had to
l re  .s r rn 'cd  b1 ' l r i r r r r l ,  r r rd  as  a l l  th is  look  t ime they  purchased the
Lond l ie  hor rse  i rnd  l i ver l  lher .e  u r r t i l  179 i r  o r t06  rvhen the i r  own
house t 'as complett 'd. Tlre remains of this house ar,e st i l l  stand-
ing  dorv r i  on  the  l i vc r  f lou t .

This s'as the rvrry the histor. ic . Iohnston family came to the
Sault,  anrl  l l rorrglr 1,)r is u'as only 1793, they rvere historic even
then.

Trvo years before
ston's :rncestot's ha<l

('olurnbrrs rl iscovcrerl Âmerica trIrs. John-
scttled at La Pointe on the Southwest
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shore of Lake Superior which for three hundred years had been
the stronghold of the Chippervas. Their council ffre had never
gonc out,

Her Indian n&me was O-Shau-gus-co-day-way-qua, the Wom-
rrn of the Green l)rairie;but her English name wûs Susan.

She was a daughter of Chief Waub-o-jeeg, the White Fisher,
rr brave warrior and a wise leader. ft was his counsel which
prevented the Chippewas from joining in the Pbntiac uprising.

Her grandfather Mamongazid, Big Feet, was the friend of
lllorrtcalrn, the man for whom Montcalm called when he fell
rvounded on the Plains of Abraham.

She n'as a full blooded Chippewa, a princess of the tribe and
like all of her family proud of her ancestry. fler brother
Waishky, a chief like his father, who lived on tbe edge of the
Inclian burial glound, said to the Indian Agent who by direc-
tion of the Comrnisnioners at the Treaty of Fop du Lac in 1826
presented him with a silver medal, "'What need I of this ! It is
known whence I am descended.tt

Although Mrs. Johnston understood Englis\ ehe never spoke
it, and she always wore her Indian costum6. She was reell
versed in Indian lore, and was an authority aÏnong her people,
rvho always came to her for counsel, îhomas L. McKenney,
U. S. Commissionet' of Indian Affairs, who came here with
Golernor Cass in 1826, snys that l{rs. Johnstofr wae a devoted
wife, a tender and n{fectionate mother and a'faithful friend,
and that she vied with her generous husband ip hospitality to
strunget's. "As to influence,tt he says, {tthere is no chief in the
Chipperva nation who exercises it, when it is neçesrary for her
to do so, with equal Buccecs. She has never. been known in a
sirrgle instanee to counsel her people contrary to her concep-
tions of what was best for them and never in opirosition to the
views of the Government."

I{rs. Angie Bingham Gitbert, daughter of Abel Bingham, the
Iirst Baptist missionary in the Sault says, 'rMrs;-.Johnston, al-
though uneducated in books, reared {rmong a sar,flge people in
the wilds of forest life, possessed that innate dignity, intelli-
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gence, self respect and conrage which rises to occasion, superior
to circumstance. She wonderfully adapted herself to her
strange position I was the head of the household, loved by her
fanrily, meeting on equal terme guests of the house from palace
or wigwam."

When Jeremiah I'orter, the ffrst Presbyterian missionary,
came to the Sault, she joined that denomination and later
built for them the tTrst Presbyterian church.

John Johnston was bor'n in Ireland on the estate of Craigie
uear the Giant's Causervav. IIis family llelonged to the no-
bil ity, but had had reverses, and to make bis oNn way he came
to Canada when twenty-eight years old with letters to the Gov-
ernor General, Lord Dorchester. Ile was offered a clerkship,
but in Montreal fell in u'ith some of the Northrvest fur traders
and after makiug two trips n'ith them ilecided to be a trader.
Fle was outfl.tted rvith a canoe and flve Canadian voyageurg
and went to wintel at La Pointe.

It was here that he nret and accordiug to tradition fell in
love rvith O-shtu-gus-co-day-way,qua, the Womau of the Green
Prairie. IJut it is much more probable that he married her for
her dorvry, which rvns the good wil l of the Indians with whom
he was to tlade. arrd thanks to n'hom he gaiued control of the
fur trade of the whole Lake Superior, countr.y, It rnust be said
to his cledit, however, that having man.ied her he remained
faithful and lived with her.for the rest of his l i fe, raising a
large family and keeping open house for all visitors, red &s
n'ell as white, and many wer.e the Indians who came for food,
medicine, advice or anything they happened to want.

These u'ere the days of nrixed marriages and many traders
had half-breed families, but few took them as seriously as John
Johnston. As he ryas unique among tradcrs, so was his home
unique among the homes in the wilclerness of the Northwest
Territory. A man of culture, refinement ancl learning he had
about him not only the necessities of life but many of the lux-
uries as \ilell and he spared neitber time nor money in the edu-
cation of his ehildren.
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Captain Manyat in a book entitled A Diary in America pab'
lished in 1839, says he was much impresseal to fincl in two of
the log houses in Sault Ste. I\{arie complete editions of Byron's
works. One of these sets was Do doubt the property of John
Johnston.

Every one who came to the Sault was eutertained at the
Johnston home and none of them could speak of it too highly.

Into this homc, thlee yeals after John and his wife came to
the Sault, was born a second son, George Johnston, who when
quite young was sent with his older brother Lewis to Mon-
treal to be educated. Both blothers and their father served on
the British sidc in the'War of 1812, ancl George rvas present at
the surrender of llackinac on August 14, 1814. Ilis nephews,
Iloward and Will iam Johnston of Neebish fsland, say that he
was also present wheu the Northwest Fur Company buildings
at the Sault rvere burne(l by the Americans under Major
Ilolmes, but I have found no record of this.

Ilfrs. Angie Bingham Gilbert who knew Gcorge Johnston
well says, "Ile was â very rvelt etlucated man, conventional and
very ceremonious in manner', uuiting in himself very notice-
ably thé studied manners of his rank in both nations, the Irish
and the fndian."

l is picture shows litt lc of thr: tndian except the high cheek
bones. Like Drany men of the time he looked like a minister.

Ife was very tall. l\{rs. Ànne Jarlreson, the English writer,
who visitcd at the Johnston home in 183? says she had diffi-
cnlty in reaching high enorrgh to takc his arm.

IIe took her over the Rapids in a ten foot birch bark canoe
and she was told that she had the distinction of being the first
Dnglish woman to ('|shoot the rapids.,t

George Johnston held several government positions. At one
time he wàs stationed on Travelse Bay, at another he vas Bub
fndian Agent at La Pointe, and it was there he married his
llrst wife, Louisa Raymond, an fndian worhaù, They had three
children, two sons and a daughter. The eldest, John George,
lived for a time at Bay lliils and his grave hay still be seen
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thelc in the l itt le fndian burial glound on the shore of the St.
Maryts river.

l 'or his second rvife he man'ied Mury Rice of Boston who was
connected rvith the Baptist I\t ission. Mrs. Gilbert tells us "She
rvas a blight, capable, enefgetic woman, holding up thc fail ing
fottunes of the family as long as she lived,"

They had three sons, all of them kil led in the Civil War, and
a daughter who, on the death of her mother, was taken to l ive
s'ith her relatives iu the eant. Ât her death the silver which
hud belolged to her parents rvas sent l.o George Johnetonts two
gleat grandehilth'en ând a niece'n'ho leside in the Sault at the
plesent t imc.

Some llei 'sorrs tre bont rvith the desire to put everything on

llaper', rrrrd George Johnston seems to have been one of them.
IIe had the note-book hatrit, and unlike his father', who, as
Schoolcrafl tell.s rrs, destloyed everything, he kept moet of hie

l)l lpers arrtl lettets, arrd these calefully preserved by his de-
scendants rvcre rrcctrtly acquired by the Sault l ibrary.

They canrc irr a l i tt le leather tnrnk, the kind the fur traders
carlietl, just largc enough to fit into the eud of a canoe. Ac-
cording to oue of the letters, this tr.rnk was a gift from ({W.

Simpson," probably a trader.
In atldit iou to tlre lettcrs and papet's, thele was a sm&ll rose-

rvood box with Oeolge Johnston's engraved silver plate on the
cover', and another box fi l led with mineral specimens. Prob-
nbly rnost of thcse specimens were brought to him by Indianst
fol accolding to the lelters they u'ere always offeiing to show
him a secret location, exlxrcting in most cases to be paid for the
informat ion.

Folty-trvo of the letters are frorn flcnry R, Schoolcraft, fif-
leen frorn Len,is Cass, two frorn Ramnay Crooks, twelve from
James Schoolclaft, the brother of llenry R., two from Gabriel
Flanchèrc. two from Will iam Blewstcr, three from L&ûr€DC€
Taliaferro, four from EIiram Draper, etc.

Thc papers consist of so'eral note books; the certiffcate of
baptisrn of George Johnston's children, signed by S. A. Mc Oos-



Guoucrc JouNsroN 357

key, Bishop of tr'Iichigan, dated 1843; receipts, deeds, accountsl
the oath of Jas. Wessimet, Justice of the Peace, regarding the
marriage of Johu Johnston in lt i35 ('to Susan, a Chippewa
woman." As Jobrr .Iohnston had only one wife, Susan, to whom
he had been marlied for ovel forty years, the explanation seems
to be, that it rvas a tardy lenrembrance on the part of his prom-
ise to lVaub-o-jeeg to mar'ry his daughter as the white men
marlietl.

In one of the note books, arnong other l,hirrgs, is a collection
of Reministettces, nrost of n'lr i<:h have been published in the
trIichdgan, Pionecr Collectiotts. One of them is an account which
tlencribes the visit of Genelal Cass and the lowering of the
Ilrit ish flag, The Indians had planned a mass&cre, but Mrs.
Johnston, hearing of it, sent hel son Geolge to warn Gcneral
L'ass, artl the tlagctly rvas ar,erted, General Cass never forgot
this, and rueutions it iu one of his lettels. Fle rvas at this time
Governor of the Ter'r ' i tor'y of }f ichigan, and ex ofl icio Superin-
tenrlerrt of ludian ,\ffairs. On this trip to explore the north
shore of Lake Supclior. arrd rl iscover the source of the tr{issis-
sippi l iver', lre hatl lr launed 1.o make r treaty with the Indians
at the Sault tnd ar' l 'r lnge f<ir a rnil i taly post to be located
thele.

The geologist of this expedition was Henry R. Schoolcraft, a
young easterner about the age of Georpçe Johuston, who had
been cducated at trI iddlelnrry itnd Uniou colleges and had ae-
ccpterl this positiorr because uothing better had tur.ned up.

This u.as thc {irst rneel.ing betu,eerr Schooter.aft and George
Johnston. In 1829 Schor-rlcraft became Indian Àgent of the
Northrvestcln li'ronticr with headquarters first at the Sault
and later at }fackinac Island arrd George Johnston rvas his in-
terpreter. Lrr.ter Schoolcr,nft married Johnsi.on's oldest sister
Jane, and from this tirne on the trvo nlen were closely asso-
ciated in both business and family alt it i ls.

In 1832 Schoolcraft undertook to find the sourcc of the
Mississippi River, the ploject Cass had had to abandon in 1820,
getting only as far as Cass Lakc. Schoolcraft was accompanied
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on the expedition by l)octor Douglass Efoughton, llichigants

f lr 'st state geologist,  Licutenaut Al len of the U. S. Army, Rev'

lV, T. Roul,rvel l ,  rnissionary, and George Johnston who aeted as

intelpreter,

Guit led by an Incl ian they reached the srnal l  lake which is

the source of the ÙIississippi,  ancl on an island in the centet '

of i t  planted the Amcrican f lag.

Trying to think of a name for the lakc, Schtrolclaft  asked

Mr. Boutwell, rvho tvas a classical strtdent, for sorne Latin or

Greek rvord mcaning true sotrrce or head, but al l  Mr'  Boutwell

could l l ink of were the Latin rr 'olds vel ' i tag- '( fvsf[ t t  2111

caput-"head." After pontlel ing these for a 'rvhi lc Schoolcraft

decidetl to use the last trvo syllables of thc filst rvord and the

first syl lable of the last rvor'd rvlr iclr  t t tnde "Itasca,t 'and that

is the way the lakc wits I tatt ted, This incident rvas told to Jns-

tice Steere b.v ,Jererniah Por'tet'. r'ltett as â \-ely old man he

revisited 1he Sault in 1890. and t 'as l ' r ' i t ten dol 'n by Justice

Steere iu his book l 'hich contairts both thc Schoolcraft and

l\ l len acconnts of the t 'xpetl i l iou.

Auother one of the lenri tr iscettces is art account of the e-t-

pedit ion to sett le thc bourrt l i r ly l ine betn'een the Sioux and the

Chipperva, nt rvhich t inre Johnslon acled as intelpreter. I t  rvas

on th is  t r ip  tha t  Co lone l  B l i ss ,  commande l  a t  For t  Snc l l ing ,

offelerl  him the Sul-r Indian Agcncy <lf  thc lJpper l l ississippi,

rvh ich  he  dec l ined,  s t t t ing  tha t  he  har l  been s ta t ioned a t  La

I 'o in l .c  in  thu t  capat ' i t y  and the  I r rd ians  had a lmost  e : r ten  h im

ont  o f  l ro t rse  nnd ho tnr .

In  t i re  s : rn re  book  u ' i th  the  re rn i r r i s r :ences  is  par t  o f  a  ta lk
wh ich  he  mnst  havc  bceu asked to  g ivc  a t  some t ime.  Unfor ' -

tunate ly  there  is  no l .  rnnch o f  i t ,  bu t  thc  p ic tu re  he  g ives  o f  the

Sault l ' i l l  bear quoting: ' ( lVhert I  ar l ivcd frorn l{ontleal in

1808 I found this plaee:r perfect l ' i lderness inhabitecl by a few

local Indian l .r 'aders & a densc Indiau populat ion. At this t ime

game of evely kind n'as abundant for we could by opcning our

window.g shoot from indoors lr idgeons, partr idges, rabbits and

l loreupines. Wc could see the beaver, otter and mink swim-
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ming up or down stream and l;he beaver crossing the river with

their youngest cubs on their backs. The moose and elk abounil'
eil. The reindeer wele seen passing on the iee at the end of our

docks. Such lvas the state of the country then and the chief

and only fur traders were Rrit ish subjects, their goods and

merchandise rvas importetl frotr Itrngland and at l\Iontreal
lalge packages redueed to poltable ones tvhich were cal'r'ied
over portages on men's backs and conveyed to the regions of
the Indian conntry iu large bilch canoes embracing the N. W'

o l , t )  l tLO( :K  l IO l 'Sn  . \ ' , I '  t roR '1 '  13 Ia . \ ]

and sonther.n port ious o{ i t  an<l although the Islnntl  of l ' Iaek'

inac at this t ime rvas occttpiet l  ald garr isoned l ty American

troops yet l i telal ly the countr 'y I 'as st i l l  i rr  the possession of

INnglish trat ler.s l 'or at this t ime Àmerican enterpt ' ize hatl  not

leached the countly lror \ \r i ts the fur trade appreciated hy the

Âmerican cit izcn unti l  thtr \ \7tr of 1f i l2 when John Jacob Astor

who visi ted this place jn 1809 forrning a conlpzlny in Nerv York

sfyled the Àmeriearr Irut Co' comntenced thei l  opcrutions in

1815."

There are also in this book careful ly copierl  passages of

l i terature, mostly f lorrt  the Bible, and a felv of the u'r i t ings

must have been his oln, for they havc no quotatiou mut'ks and

are signed G. J. One of them reatls, "No fr iend have f,  no
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hopes of any. What a rvorld to live in,-O God, judge and
assert my rights." Another ('O may the God of mercy true

Dilect my pathe in virtue to pursue."
There is also a lorg poem on the denth of Willy, the son of

Sehoolcrnft who died when quite young. Thie child wâs often
called Penaci, the Iudian word for bird.

At one timc George Johnston kept a boarding house on the
ground where the Conlt f louse stands and in a l itt le note book
is a recorti of his grrests. The entries read like this: "Mr.
llclVilliams & Lady, Saturrlny, .Iuly 10, 1858 took tea. August
30, 1857 llr. Wing, Lady arrd Nurse took dinner. Ilfiss Angeline
Ringhanr anrl tu'o friends took dinner. Col. Prince and son
took boald ftom trIay 23 to IIIay 29."

fu orrc book he has rvritten the names of goùre Indian plants,
olle on a page and beneath it the ailment for which the plant
rvas us€d. For instance 1![os-say-wask heads one page and
undernc:rth is l'r'itten 'l'ure for toothache-make use of the
loot.t' fIe had probably planned a pharmacopoeia but un-
fortunately only a few plants were entered

Orr reading lhe letters one marvels at the time rvhich must
have been spent in cornposing such sti lted epistles.

On Seplernber 2.1, 1828, Schoolcraft writes to George Johns-
torr at f,a I 'ointe to tcll him of the death of his father. Thig is
the letter':

((By the encloscd you wil l perceive that we have lost the best
of fathers. This affl ictive stroke came suddenly upon us.
During his ltst t l ip to Nel' York he had contracted a malig-
nant fever'. IIe reached the vicinity of St. Mary's in a small
vessel on thc 17th and was brought up upon a bed, in a barge
in so low a state that he could scarcely recognize any of the
family. On the 18th antl 19th hc roused so much as to con-
verse fleely. On the 20th and 2lst he grew tvor.se, but retained
the possession of his scnÊes. On thc 22nd. a vieible declension
took place. Ue madc but ferv replies to anything addressed to
him after 1 o'clock and expired at 8 in the evening, surrounded
by his family. It is a strorrg consolation to reflect that he
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died, as he had lived, in full reliance upon the merits of Jesus.
Every cilcumstance connected with his disease tends to con-
firm our belief thnt he is numbered with the blessed. And he
bas bequeathed to hir family a name of unsull ied purity and
honor. The most kind and incessant attention was given to
alleviate his malady, by Dr. James but with only partial suc-
cess, although I am inclined to believe that rve orve to this
gentlemau the prolongrtion of his life for some days. I en-
close you a lock of his hair, cut by my dearly beloved Jane.
I{is mortal remains were this day followed to the grave by
the eoJlected population of the place and. depositetl by the
side of our ever dear son Willy. f'our mother, Jane, Dliza,
Charlotte, \{illiam, Anne and John present you their love in
affl iction."

On the opposite page he has drarvn the gilver plate which vas
put on the coffin with the inscription "Jolrn Johnston, Esq.
Born Ileland, August 25th, 1762. Died Sept. 22nd 1828. Aged
66 yeals 27 days." Belorv this is o list of the pall bearers-
Col. Lawrence, Capt. Reall, Capt. Runsom, Capt. IfofÏman,
Lieut. Ilradley, trIr. Âgnerv, Mr. Ilavring, tr{r. Âudrain.

IIe wirs buried in the old ceruetery where the l ibr.ary now
stands but was later removed to Il i lerside. The cofl in plate
was made flom gome of the fanrily silver which rvas melted fol
the purllose and it is norv in the possession of the Library.

In anothel letter, also written in 1828, Schoolcraft tells of
having just moved into Elmwood, the house he had built on
the ground which now belongs to the Michigan Northern
Power Co. This was the Indian Agenr:y antl was paid for
by the United States Government. The house is still stand-
ing and is or was until recently used for an office building.

One letter tells of thr: deuth of lt{adame !'r'anchère, wife of
Gabriel Flanchère, and another of the death of Shirrg-wau-
kouce, the Chief on this side of the river.

A letter from Ramsay Olooks, to John Johnstol, written
from New Yolk in 1819, is interesting for what he has to say
about public affairs and also fol the l ight it throws on his
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<lrvn character. Geolge ,fohnston had gone East but evidently
did not stay for' .rny lcngth of timc and Ramsay Crooks writee
to h is  father :

( '( leorge's detelmination has surprised and disappointed me
a good deal; seeing you had given me reason to expect the
pleasule of a visit f lom him in the course of the rvinter. But
I suppose he did nol l ind [Iontreal the place he thought it-
discovered that happiness intludes but ^seldom into the circles
of modeln refinernent. Sarv u'ealth and ostentation however
profouutlly igrror'ant, caressed, f lattered, yea almost adoled,
while u'orlh and merit if unassisted by fortune, were left to
depend fol existence on the food of the Camelion. If such he
found the boasted cir. i l ization of Canada (and such it is in
alrnost er.ery l:u'ge torvn) I should not wonder clid he not stop
nholt of the inrrrost r.ecesses of our forests: and certainly
canuot be blamed for undeltaking a toilsome and tedioun
journey to regain comforts and friends, whose real value he
rvould perhaps never have known, had he never left St. Maryts,
for although man may have rvithin his rcach all the substantial
enjoyments our transitory statc affords, yet without an &c-
quaintance rvith the forced existcncc of our fashionables he
rvil l  not feast rvith a becoming relish on the luxury of com-
foltable s()(' lusion. XIay Gotl grant him health and the hap-
piness of rcjoining you sool.

'(The Quecrr of I lnglanrl died in Novernber. His trfajesty has
lost his sight but retains such henlth os m&y be cxpected at
his vcr'.y arlvarrceri agc. f lprvards of 20,000 of the Brit ish army
of occupation had landcd at f)over and the residue of troops
undcr Lord tVell iugton rvould quit the French territory im.
rncrdiately. !-erdinand b.y his bigotry has reduced the Spanish
Monarchy lo complete impolency. The crowned heads of
Itrurope hate rcfused to irrt.erfere irr the revolt of South America
and cxcept a par't of Pelu the whole country south of the
Isthmus of Panama is cornpletely rcvolutionized.

((I beg you will present my best regards to your family and
that yorr nray live to ernbrace them on the morn of many New
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Years to come, is the sincelo prâyer of My dear Sir, Yours very
truly Ramsay Crooks."

The oldest lettel in t lLe collectiorr was wr.itten from the I 'alls
of St. Authotry in 1824. It js to George Johnston, and is
signed D. Purcell, Although rvritten in lead pencil i t is easily
rlccipherable. The rvritet legrt'ts that he was too busy to see
urole of hinr on his visit to the lralls and says that he is send-
ing him a small lancet which he mav (irrd useful. I ldrvard
Purcell rvns Post Surgeon at the lfalls of St. Anthony and the
fir 'st physician in l l innesotrr.

5. \ ' r r  l l t r \ i  Rr rn .s  r i  t r r , .
l&q . .  + . r *  \  WÉa v" , , , , k  i r  l i l ! .  I  I '  r , .$ " .  - ,

S' I ' .  l l . \ l i ï  S  RI ï l , ) l t  IN  l850

Iror his scrvices to the govcrntrrent as interJ)reter, Indian
Âgent, etc.,  Ceorgc Johnston n(rvel.  seems to rcceive his dues
and mauy of his lettels havc to do rvith rnoney mattels, I I is
claims u'erc evir lentlv just, fol both Cass and Schoolcraft

J)romise to use t.heir i l f l rrence 1.o htve them p;r id, but Indiau
Agents changed âud nothing ever came of i t ,

I t t  185{ t  l i ve  Ch ie fs  pu t  the i r  marks  to  a  c la im fo r ,91 ,600 fo r
medicine, food and shelter * 'hich they said had lreel al lowed
irrrd rvas sullposed to be paid by the government. They owed
this to Georgc Johrrstorr.

Not nl l  of thcir r : laims of coulse wele just, many were
instigatul by r l ishonest t ladcls, and in one letter Schoolcraft
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writes: "The most just claims have been iD several cases
rejected. Indian affails in your qttarter have indeed fallen
into a poor condition and it will lequire no little effort to
levive them," Again he says, "It is vain, when the Indians
have made a bad bargain, as they did in 1842, to get affairs
rectiiied afterwalds. They must look sharp at first and exer-
cise foresight. By putting their hands to paper in a hurry
and rvithout fully untlerstanding the terms of a treafir, they
do injustice to themselves. Thus they have signed away Lake
Superior, but it is to them, gone forever."

George Johnston not only fa.iled to receive his pay from the
government, but he investetl rvhat little he did have in Detroit
property which never a,rnounted to anything, and his affairs
seem to have gone from bad to rvorse. îhe money from Ire-
lantl, eviderrtly f lom his fatherts estate, is slow in coming,
Schoolcraft writes. IIe puts his affairs into the hanrls of first
one flrm of lawyers and then nnother and it s€ems as if every
lawyer in Michigan must har,e had his power of attorney at
some time.

IIe writes to one inllucntial person after another for aid in
helping him collcct his just dues, and {inally sends a Memorial
to Conglcss, enumerating his claims, but there seems to have
been no one powerful or inter.ested euorrgh to help him.

In 1847 Schoolcraft, rvho u'as Âcting Superintendent of
fndian Aflairs rvilh hcadquarters in Washington, began the
preparation, under gover.nment appointment, of his Eistorical,
and, B to,tist ical I n l ornntion, R.especti,ng the H ist org, C onilition
and, Prosgtects ol the ltr,iliqn Tr'ibcs oJ tha (lniteil Btatee. Con.
gress made an appr'opriation of altnost $30,000 a volume for the
first five volurnes of this rvor.k, ând the sixth. volume was pub-
lishetl by the \\'ar, I)epartmcnt. 11; is norv impossible to buy
this fïrst editiorr of six volumes, and the flve volume edition
published by Lippincott who bought the plates from the Gov-
elnrnenl; is very scarce. Thc six volume edition which belonged
to George Johnston and aftern'atrls to the late Justice Steere
is now in the Library.



Gooncn Joqxsrox

A number of Schoolcraft's letters to George Johnston have
to do with the preparation of this work. In one he Bays, rTou

are favorably situated for collecting traditions and traits of
the red race and their character ancl blstory; and possessing
as you do a full knowledge of their language with more than
the ortlinary shale of English literature and lctters, you would
be almost inexcusable not to employ your lei$ure moments iu
putting on record all you can find among them worthy of it.
It is a debt you owe to them and to the country aud such labor,
if well directed and rvell executed, will form your best claim
to remembrance. Life is at best but short and he only lives
well who does something to benclit others. So far âs you mey
transnrit to me, anything you may collect, in name or lodge-
tales or picture writing or any other branch I can assure you
that you shall have tnal and full literary credit.',

That George Johnston complied with Schoolcraft'e request
thele can be no doubt after reading the letters, for in nearly
all of theur he thank.s him for either a legend, a Bong, a bit of
picture writing, a translation, a list of names or Êomething of
the sort, but one looks in vain for the ((final and full literary
credit" promised him.

When you pick up your Longfellow and reacl again the
Legend of }liawatha, thinking perhaps of Schoolcraft from
whom Longfellow took his material, give a thought also to
George Johnston for he too had a part in it.

Although only sixty-five when he died, George Johnston
must have been arr old mRn, broken in spirit and fecling that
his life had beeu a failure. The late Lewis Kemp tells un that
he tl isappealed fronr his home one cokl winter day. Plactically
all the citizens of the place turned out on snow shoes ancl with
dogs to find him. The party that went north found him across
the eanal, near the Iiapids frozen to death. Ile was placed on
a one-horse sleigh ancl taken to his home in Fort Bratly.
Sergeant Galley was in charge of the Fort, which was unoccll-
pied (this was 1861), anal the Johngtons lived in one of the
houses. Mr. Kemp, although just a little boy, remembcred this
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rvell and said that he with 
'Willie 

Spaulding anrl three little
fndian boys followed the sleigh.

Before reading these letters and papers George Johnston rvas
iust a name but now he is a man of f lesh and blood with both
virtues and vices. Perhaps he accomplishetl little, but consid-
ering his handicap of mixed blood is it fair to judge him ae-
cording to our standards? Like his parents before him he had
friends from both palace and wigwam and seems to have been
held in high esteem by all of them. If we must judge him let
us judge him by his friends.


